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Jesus said in Mark 10:11 “Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery against her.”  This article focuses in on the phrase “committeth adultery against her.”  How is it possible for a man to commit adultery “against” a woman he is no longer married to?

The answer lies in the distinction the New Testament makes between the marriage and the marriage bond (obligation).  Romans 7:2-3 makes such distinction evident when it talks about a woman being married to a second man while still “bound” (obligated) to her original husband.  Read that passage and see for yourself.  To her first husband the woman is bound but not necessarily married.  To her second husband she is married, but not bound.

And that explains our Mark 10:11 text.  If I were to divorce my wife Carol for incompatibility and marry Betty, the unlawful sexual relations in that second marriage are said to be a sin “against” Carol.  The reason found in Rom 7:2-3?:  Because even though the state of Alabama may have given me legal authority to be married to Betty, God never gave such authority.  So according to God, I am still bound/obligated to Carol; meaning I am still supposed to be married to Carol, and therefore whenever I have sex with another woman (within legal marriage or not), I am cheating against Carol.

It’s really very simple when you think about it.  Mark 10:11 then is another passage that proves there can be a difference in marriage (partnership for life) and bound (scriptural obligation).
