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Seeing that the passages on Divorce And Remarriage are really not that hard to understand, a friend recently asked me why so many believers don’t hold to the truth that adulterous marriages (Matthew 19:9) must be terminated (Acts 3:19).  I suggested the following quotes to possibly help explain why:
· Some conservative groups believe that divorced people who marry another spouse are living in sin.  However, the number of divorces in the United States has led most denominations away from that teaching. – Anthony Dunnavant in the Orange County (California) Register
· The (Presbyterian USA) church should “re-evaluate its definition of sin to reflect the changing mores of society. … We feel that marriage is not what legitimates sexual gratification.”  (Roll Over John Calvin, Time Magazine, 5-6-91, p.59)
· … the Rev. Gene Robinson (first gay bishop in the Episcopal Church) … cited the examples of ordaining women priests and accepting divorce in the church as departures … “Just simply saying it departs from … Scripture does not necessarily make it wrong.”  (Birmingham News, Aug 6, 2003)
My point is that preachers and churches have not changed on the Divorce issue over the last several decades because of honest investigation of the scriptures.  No, they’ve compromised because they have lost respect for the scriptures as their ultimate source of religious authority.

Another reason some might not want to stand for the truth on this issue is because “the love of money is the root of all evil” (I Timothy 6:10).  Many preachers “serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple” (Romans 16:18).  Quite the contrast with John the Baptist in Mark 6:17-27, isn’t it?  Holding to the truth on MDR (and some other conservative topics) usually leads to further opportunities to speak being lost, which just might mean less income.

And is it possible Sir Julian Huxley’s reason for accepting evolution (“I suppose the reason we leaped at The Origin of Species was because the idea of God interfered with our sexual mores”) applies equally to our divorce subject?  That people don’t accept the plain meaning of texts like Luke 16:18 because they want sexual freedom?  If the cute wife of my youth has now turned old and fat, can’t I trade her for a younger and attractive one?

Aren’t many believers letting the “pleasures of sin” take priority over the “reward” of heaven (Hebrews 11:24-26)?  And might that be another reason the obvious meaning of passages like Romans 7:2-3 is being rejected more and more?

Whatever the reason (and we can’t read anybody’s mind – I Corinthians 2:11a), it would fall under the category of not having a sufficient “love of the truth” (II Thessalonians 2:10).  We all need to do a better job of “preparing our heart to seek the law of the Lord, and to do it” (Ezra 7:10)

Why has there been so much compromise on Divorce And Remarriage?  Let’s think about it.  Suppose there is a couple in a second marriage in violation of what Jesus said in texts like Matthew 19:9, that is, an adulterous marriage.  And being new to a community they are trying to decide which congregation in the area they are going to join with.  Do you think the average couple is going to join with a congregation where the leadership says what John the Baptist said in Matthew 14:4 - “It is not lawful for thee to have her”?  Meaning you have to terminate your marriage first to be a member here.  Or do you think such couple might place membership with a congregation that “recognizes the right of divorced persons to remarry,” that is, we can accept you as is in your second marriage?  Now do you see the numbers pressure that has caused over 95% of preachers/elderships (congregations) across the US to compromise on this issue?

my whole series on Divorce And Remarriage (as published in “Meditate On These Things”) can be read here:  http://www.bibledebates.info/Articles/DivorceAndRemarriageMOTT/indexArticlesMOTTmdr.htm

