The Miraculous Gifts Have Ceased

I Corinthians 13:8-10 reads “Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.” It is clear from this passage the miraculous gifts were to cease at some point in time.  The only question is when?

The text says prophecy, tongues, and the word of knowledge would cease “when that which is perfect is come.” But what is “that which is perfect”?  Since the text does not specifically identify it for us, we must determine that from context.

Let me illustrate how we are going to use the context to determine what “that which is perfect” refers to:  A part of an apple would come from a whole/complete apple, not a whole orange, right?  A full gas tank is the completion of a partially filled gas tank, correct?  We see then that a part of something is always of the same essence as the whole of that thing (the same thing but a different amount).  Likewise, the “perfect” or complete or whole in I Cor 13:8-10 is going to be of the same essence as the part already identified by the context. And thankfully the “part” is identified for us in the text.
Let me illustrate with another scripture. When Luke 11:36 says “If thy whole body … be full of light, having no part dark,” it is talking about having no part dark of what?  We know the answer is the body, because of what is meant by the word “part” - One of the constituent parts of the whole.  Universally in a context where the whole and its parts are distinguished (Thayer, pg.401).  Since the whole and its parts are being distinguished, and since the whole is referring to the body, then we know the part must be referring to part of that body.  Now apply the exact same reasoning to I Cor 13:8-10.  The part is identified for us, so the perfect would have to be of the same nature as that part.
Verse 9 says “we know in part, and we prophecy in part.” Knowledge (miraculously obtained) and prophecy (and tongues) were means by which God revealed his New Testament law in parts in the first century. So the “perfect” of this context would naturally be the means by which God revealed his New Testament law in whole, that is, in its entirety. That would be the New Testament - completely revealed and all written down for us (the Bible’s completion).

So this passage is teaching that once the New Testament text/canon was completed, once we have the whole New Testament - revealed and confirmed (John 3:2) by miraculous gifts, there is no need for further revelation, or miraculous confirmation of that revelation. Once the Bible was completed, by God’s design – miracles stopped.  Why would you need someone to supernaturally prophesy New Testament law anymore, once all of the New Testament had already been written, and therefore could just be read from the book?  For example, why would you need a prophet to reveal what Mark 16:16 says (“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved …”) after the book of Mark was revealed, written, confirmed, and in circulation?  Uninspired preachers could preach the truth about what to do to be saved just by proving it from that passage in the Bible.  And their listeners wouldn’t need a miracle to confirm what was being preached came from God; instead, they could just check it against their Bible (Acts 17:11).  My friend Steve Klein illustrated it well this way – once you’ve seen the full movie, why would you need to watch the movie trailer anymore?
Some counter by claiming “that which is perfect” refers to the second coming of Christ, but besides ignoring the context we’ve just explained, another reason that won’t work is because verse 13 contrasts the cessation of the gifts with the abiding of faith and hope.  My logic is this:

1.
The miraculous gifts were to stop sometime before the need for faith and hope was to end (I Cor 13:8-10,13).  I Cor 13:13 - “And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.”  We see that faith and hope were to abide thru that which is perfect while prophecy, tongues, and the word of knowledge were to stop at the perfect.  That is the contrast being made by Paul – “abideth” in verse 13 versus stop in verse 8.
2.
But Jesus’ second coming will do away with the need for faith and hope:
· II Cor 5:6-8 Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord:  (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)  We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord. - At Jesus’ second coming, faith changes to sight - once we see Jesus, we won’t need faith that He exists.

· Heb 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
· Rom 8:24 For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? - Our hope will be realized; once we get what we are hoping for (heaven), we won’t need to hope for it anymore.  Illustration:  When we were children, we hoped for a birthday present.  Once we received the present, we didn’t hope for it anymore; we had it.
3.
Since the gifts were to stop before faith and hope stops, and since faith and hope stop at the second coming, therefore the miraculous gifts were to stop sometime before Jesus’ second coming.

Ask yourself this question:  Does it really even make any sense for Paul to say the miraculous gifts would stop at the second coming of Christ?  Everything will stop then – that’s the end of the world (II Pet 3:4,9-10).  That would be about like me saying “Alabama football will stop at the end of the world.”  Of course it will (duh); everything ends then.
Consider another proof text:  Zech 13:2 (“And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord …, that … I will cause the prophets and the unclean spirit to pass out of the land”) teaches true prophets would “pass out of the land in that day.” But when is “that day”?  It isn’t a single 24-hour day, but a time period.  Like when we say “in Bear Bryant’s day Alabama won a lot of football games,” we are talking about the time period in which Coach Bryant was their head coach.  So let’s examine the immediate context of Zechariah 13 to determine what time period is under consideration:

· 13:1 declares “In that day there shall be a fountain opened … for sin and for uncleanness” - does your church sing the song “There Is A Fountain Filled With Blood, Drawn From Emmanuel’s Veins”? – so this passage is referring to the death of Christ at His first coming, not His second coming, right?
· 9:9 pronounces “thy King cometh unto thee, … lowly, and riding upon a donkey, and upon a colt the foal of a… donkey” - quoted in Matt 21:5 to refer to Jesus’ triumphal entry – an event during the first coming of Christ.

· 11:12-13 prophesies “So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver … cast them to the potter” - quoted in Matt 27:9,7 to refer to Judas’ betrayal of Jesus - first coming also.

· 12:10 reads “… his only son … whom they have pierced” - quoted by John 19:37 to refer to Jesus’ death = first coming.

· 13:6 asks “What are these wounds in thine hands?” - nail scars in Jesus’ hands = first coming.

· 13:7 states “smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered” - quoted by Matt 26:31 to refer to the disciples forsaking Jesus (Peter’s three denials being a prime example) when he was taken to be crucified = first coming.

We see all of these statements refer to the time period of the first coming of Christ.  Zechariah 13:2 then agrees with I Corinthians 13 that prophecy (and the other miraculous gifts) would stop during the first century timeframe, and do not still continue on today.
So these passages are teaching that once the New Testament text/canon was completed, once we have the whole New Testament revelation, there is no need for further revelation or miraculous confirmation of that revelation. Once the Bible was completed, by God’s design - miracles stopped.
