“Faith Only” salvation advocates claim passages which tell us we are justified by faith prove we are justified at the point of faith, before and without the obedience that should follow true faith.  I am convinced they actually can’t see the difference in “by” and “when” in religious discussion.

Consider Heb 11:30 “By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days.”  Do we see how those walls fell by faith, but not at the point of faith; instead after the Israelites’ faith led them to walk around the walls for seven days?  That verse forever proves that when something happens by faith (falling walls, salvation, whatever), that doesn’t necessarily tell us when that something happened.

Now notice a parallel in Gal 3:26-27 “For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”  There is no doubt this passage says we become children of God “by faith;” the text says that.  But the little word “for” that begins verse 27 means “to introduce the reason.”  The reason the Galatians were children of God by faith is because they had been baptized into Christ.  We might say the way the Galatians became children of God by faith is by being baptized into Christ.

One last point:  the phrase “baptized into Christ” would necessarily imply the Galatians were not “in Christ” (where all spiritual blessings are, Eph 1:3) until they were baptized into Christ.  Bottom line:  they were outside Christ until they were baptized.  Question:  Can one be saved if he is outside of Christ?

Conclusion: “justified by faith” tells us the condition, not the when.  The when is after one has met all the conditions God has said to do to be saved, not just the first one.
