Water Baptism Being Necessary Proves Salvation Is Not By Faith Only

Obviously if water baptism is necessary to initial salvation, then salvation does not come at the point of faith (is not by faith only) since water baptism occurs subsequent to faith.  Let’s go through some of those proof texts …

Mark 16:16 makes salvation conditioned upon belief and baptism.  Since baptism comes after belief, then salvation cannot be at the point of belief only.

If John 3:5 is talking about water baptism, then the requirement to be born of water and the spirit to enter the kingdom of God would make baptism necessary to salvation.  So salvation is not by faith only.

In Acts 2:38 believers were told to repent and be baptized for the remission of sins.  So it takes at least belief, repentance, and baptism to be saved from one’s sins.  Not belief only.

In Acts 22:16 Saul was told to be baptized to get his sins washed away.  We all agree it is the blood of Christ that washes away our sins (Rev 1:5, I John 1:7), but Acts 22:16 is telling us the when:  not at the point of faith (which had occurred for Saul at least three days previous (Acts 9:9), but at the point of his baptism.

Rom 6:3 teaches we are “baptized into Jesus Christ,” which would mean a sinner is still outside of Christ until he is baptized.  It takes more than faith then to get into a saved relationship with Christ, to get into fellowship with Christ..

I Peter 3:20-21 makes the physical salvation of Noah’s family a type of our spiritual salvation through baptism.  Baptism is the antitype (reality) in that both events involve water and both events involve a salvation.  This passage is not saying baptism saves us in the sense that it is the earning basis or grounds of our salvation.  The death/blood of Christ is that.  “Baptism … saves us” in the sense that it is a condition we must meet in order to be saved by that death of Christ.  In other words, salvation is not through faith only.

There is no doubt Galatians 3:26 teaches we become children of God by faith, but the little word “for” that begins verse 27 means “to introduce the reason.”  So the reason the Galatians where children of God is because they had been baptized into Christ.  The way they had become children of God is by being baptized into Christ.  Salvation by faith yes, but not salvation at the point of faith.

Heb 11:30 forever shows there is a difference is something happening by faith, and that something happening at the point of faith.  It reads “by faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days.”  So those Jericho walls fell by faith, but not until after that faith led to the action implied by that faith.
