Caiaphas’ Prophecy – Jesus Should Die Instead Of Us

According to John 11:49-52 “Caiaphas … said … consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not.  And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation; And not for that nation only, but that also he should gather together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad.”

Caiaphas was advising that Jesus should die for the Jewish nation - not just for their benefit, but Jesus die rather than, instead of, in place of them.  He was thinking that if Jesus caused too much of an uproar, the Romans would come down hard on the occupied nation and there would be extensive Jewish bloodshed (verse 48).  Caiaphas reasoned it is better that one man die instead of the nation as a whole.

Tim Haile taught this “instead of” truth about our text in a 4-27-17 email to me – “Caiaphas proposed that it would be better for one man (Jesus) to die ‘for’ the nation, rather than the entire nation perish.”  Bob Myhan taught the same in his article on “Penal Substitution” (2-24-14) that said “It is true that Caiaphas wanted Jesus to die instead of or in place of Israel ….”

And we know this prophesy originated from God for two reasons.  One:  because the text says “this spake he not of himself” (so it didn’t start from Caiaphas’ brain).  And two:  Caiaphas didn’t even understand the full extent of the prophecy.  He was thinking Jews only and physical deliverance, but the author of the prophecy (God) meant all of mankind (“not for that nation only, but that also he should gather together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad”) and spiritual salvation.

So putting these two established truths together, Jesus was to die, not just for the benefit of, but also rather than, instead of, in place of all mankind – leading to the spiritual salvation of any who would trust and obey (II Thess 1:8).  See the conclusive proof for the Substitutionary Death Of Christ?
