Does Galatians Teach We Are Not Under Any Law Today?
Gal 2:16 says “a man is not justified by the works of the law.”  This verse has been used by a number of my religious debate opponents to say that we are not under any law today, and therefore obedience to God is not required for salvation.

But Gal 2:16 is not talking about any law.  The whole context of the book has to do with the what the debate in Acts 15 was about - the Jewish Christians were saying Gentile converts had to be circumcised and “keep the law of Moses” (Acts 15:5).

You can tell Galatians is talking about the law of Moses specifically by looking at several texts in the book.  For example Gal 3:17 reads “the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect.”  So the law being talked about in Galatians is not divine law in general, but the law that came 430 years after God’s covenant with (promise to) Abraham - which would of course be the law of Moses.
Gal 4:21-31 also lets us know the law under consideration in Galatians is the law of Moses in particular.  The conclusion of Paul’s argument there is “Cast out the bondwoman” (verse 30), the bondwoman being identified as the law/covenant from “mount Sinai” (verses 22-26).  The law of Moses came from Mt. Sinai, not just any law.  The law of Moses then is the law that the book of Galatians is talking about.
So the point of Gal 2:16 is not that we are not under any divine law today, but that we are not under the law of Moses.  Notice Gal 3:24-25 teaches we are not under the law, but I Cor 9:21 says we are “under the law to Christ.”  This would mean we are under divine law today, but it is the New Testament law, not the Old Testament law.  Quite a number of Bible passages teach that very thing.
As a matter of fact, Gal 5:2-4 teaches that if we try to be justified by such law, we lose our salvation.  Notice that I Cor 7:19 (“Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God.”) confirms Paul was not teaching no law / works are necessary to salvation, but circumcision and the law of Moses circumcision represents.  Circumcision is said to be nothing, but other commandments are said to be important.  So that would mean the law of Moses is not binding anymore, but the law of Christ is.
When we talk about being justified by law, we are not talking about as the earning basis for our salvation (Rom 4:4); the death of Christ is that.  We are simply talking about the fact that God expects us to keep His law, to be obedient to Him if we expect to be saved.  James 2:24 confirms this as it reads “Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.”  That is not saying faith and works supplant the necessity of the death of Christ to our salvation, but that faith and works are necessary conditions we must meet in order to be saved by the blood of Christ.  That’s kind of like the fact that it was necessary for the Israelites to walk around the walls of Jericho thirteen times in Josh 6 in order for God to knock those walls down.  God is the one who did it, but the Israelites had to walk.  Similarly when it comes to our salvation, God is the one who saves (forgives) us, but we have to “trust and obey.”  Mark 16:16a puts it this way - “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”  Heb 5:9 puts it this way - “he (talking about Jesus) became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.”
If we believe God desires that we live a certain way, then it should be axiomatic that we are under divine law today.  That’s what is meant by “law,” instructions from God about how He wants us to live.  We see a simple but stern example of that right in Galatians, in chapter 5 verses 19-21.  There Paul lists the works of the flesh and says “they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.”  Isn’t God saying there He wants us to abstain from said listed activities / sins?  If yes, then that is equivalent to saying these verses represent law from God that we are expected to keep if we want to inherit the kingdom of God (go to heaven).
Don’t these passages look like law from God? …

Gal 5:19-21 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
Rev 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

I Cor 6:9-10 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.
Rom 1:29-32 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, Without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:  Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.

Col 3:5-6 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:  For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:
Eph 5:3 But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints; Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks.  For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.
Matt 19:9 And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.
Not only to these passages look like New Testament law from God, they also show that God expects us to keep His New Testament law - in order to be saved.

