The Great White Throne Scene

Rev 20:11-15 "And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire."

Rev 1:1 "The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John"  - So for the most part, the book of Revelation is figuratively describing events that were to occur in the first century time frame, not something future to us as many false teachers like Hal Lindsey would tell you.

But the Great White Throne Scene comes after Jesus' 1000 year reign (verses 6-7), and since 1000 years represents a long time, the Great White Throne Scene would be future to us.  It comes at the end of Christ's reign, and Jesus is reigning right now:
· Jesus began His reign at His resurrection - Acts 2:30-31 "Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ ..."
· And Jesus' reign is to last till His second coming, till the end of the world, until there is no more physical death - I Cor 15:23-26 "But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.  Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.  For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.  The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death."
This matches up with what is said about the Great White Throne Scene in Rev 20:14 "And death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death."  Jesus is coming back at the end of the world so there will be no more physical death after that.

What happens at the Great White Throne Scene, also called the "judgment day"?

Rev 20:12 "the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works"  I take it the books here are the books of the Bible:
· John 12:48 … the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.
· Romans 2:16 when God shall judge the secrets of men … according to my gospel.
· James 2:12 … judged by the law of liberty.
So we all will be judged by God comparing our works, what we did in this life, to His standard, God’s word.

Many preachers say our works have nothing whatsoever to do with our salvation, but this verse makes it very clear they do, that all of us will be judged by our works.

ditto II Cor 5:10 - "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad."

Where will those whose names are not written in the book of life go? - Rev 20:15 the lake of fire – “And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”

Where will those whose names are written in this book of life go? - Rev 21:27 heaven - “And there shall in no wise enter into it (talking about heaven) any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.”

So the book of life contains the names of all the people who have been saved by Christ.

Can a person be taken out of the book of life?
· Rev 22:19 “And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.”
· Rev 3:5 “He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angel”

So a born again Christian can lose his salvation if he doesn’t follow God’s word, if he does not overcome temptation.
