Lord Of Lords, And King Of Kings

Rev 17:14 says Jesus is “Lord of lords, and King of kings.”

We all know it is easy to call Jesus Lord, but it is quite another thing to make Him Lord of your life.  Jesus said in Luke 6:46 “… why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?”  The implication is - if we are not doing the things Jesus said, then He is not really our Lord (boss).

Another passage making this same point is Matt 7:21 - “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.”  The fact being there are going to be many people that thought of themselves as religious in this life, but because they didn’t obey God’s will, they are going to be left out on judgment day.

Likewise it’s easy to believe Jesus is King, but it is quite another thing to serve him as King, submitting to His authority.  Many preachers say all you have to do to be saved is believe in Christ, but think back to the year 1776.  Didn’t the 13 colonies believe the King of England existed?  Certainly, but did they want to serve that King?  See the difference in just believing Jesus is the King and actually serving Jesus as King?  John 12:26 requires us to serve Jesus - “If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.”

That passage reminds me of John 14:1-3 – “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”  So Jesus is in heaven now preparing a place for those who serve him.  We need to ask ourselves this question – are we living our life in totally committed service to God so we can be there in heaven forever with Christ?  Heb 5:9 says about Jesus “… he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.”

Another thing Jesus being “Lord of lords, and King of kings” means is that we need to hear Him, not Moses or other Old Testament prophets.  On the mount of transfiguration in Matt 17:4-5, Peter wanted to build three tabernacles, one for Jesus, one for Moses, and one for Elijah – to honor all three.  But God interrupted him to say “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.”  God wants us to hear Jesus, not the Old Testament law anymore.  Heb 7:12 puts it this way – “For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law.”

Other texts that prove obedience to God’s New Testament law is required for salvation:
· I Peter 1:22a Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth …
· Mark 16:16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved …
· II Thess 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
· Rev 22:14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.
· II Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
· James 2:24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.
