Cleansing Of Naaman
An Old Testament story from which we can draw an analogy to prove that obedience to God is required is Naaman dipping seven times in the Jordan River to be cleansed of his leprosy.  II Kings 5:1ff says Naaman “was a leper” and wanting to be healed.  II Kings 5:9-14 reads “So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha.  And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.  But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the Lord his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper.  Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage.  And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean?  Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.”

Question:  Who did the cleansing in this text?  God, right?  There was no medicine in the water itself.  Did Naaman have to do anything to receive the cleansing provided for by God?  He certainly did; he had to follow God’s instructions, meet God’s conditions, dip in the Jordan River seven times.  And likewise we have to meet God’s conditions today in order to receive the salvation provided for by the death of Christ.  Acts 2:38 says we have to “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.”  Matt 7:21 reads “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.”
A lot of preachers say that since God saves us, we don’t have to do anything to be saved.  However notice God cleansed Naaman, but that didn’t mean Naaman didn’t have to do anything to be cleansed.  Preachers will say all you have to do is just believe, but Naaman had to do more than believe; he had to obey God’s commandment (dip in the Jordan river) in order to be cleansed.  Likewise, we have to not only believe; we have to obey God’s commandment in order to be saved.

Here are some other passages that prove obedience is necessary to salvation …
Hebrews 5:9 And being made perfect, he (Jesus) became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.

I Peter 1:22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth

II Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Rev 22:14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.

II Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

James 2:24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.

Salvation is not by “faith only.”  As the hymn says, we must “Trust And Obey.”
