Religious Division
You hear me say a lot on this program that different churches teach different things and so they can’t all be right - two plus two can’t equal four and five at the same time.  Some people evidently think it is a good thing that there are different churches with different beliefs.  They say things like - having different type churches is good because it gives people a choice about where to go, or worship with the church of your choice.  But God thinks much differently …

I Cor 1:10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.
Does that sound like God approves of all the religious division around us, all the different churches speaking / teaching different things?

Eph 4:2-3 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;  Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

Do you see how God expects us to do our very best to attain unity?  That doesn’t mean we just agree to disagree, but it means we keep studying God’s word to try to come to the same beliefs and practices.

Verse 5 in the same chapter says there is “one faith.”  Yes, there are many faiths (church doctrines) in our world today, but obviously only one that God approves of.

Only the truth will make us free from sin (John 8:32).  False teaching, even if sincere, won’t do it.
John 17:20-23 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.  And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one:  I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.

Religious unity (agreement) was so important to Jesus that He prayed to the Father about it just before He died.  Jesus prayed that believers would be one - and we are not even close.  Jesus stated one reason was that the world would be more easily convinced of the gospel if believers were one, but instead we are pleased / satisfied with all this disunity we see around us.

Psalms 133:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!
This is top priority for God, but it seems it is a very low priority for most believers.

Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed?
Unity means agreement, not just agreeing to disagree.
How to reach that goal of unity?:

· commit to the fact that God’s word is our sole guide in religion

· commit to accepting the plain meaning of Bible passages

· commit to being willing to give up previous beliefs and traditions if the Bible directs

· commit to continuing to try to come to agreement on what the Bible says
