What Is A False Teacher?
II Pet 2:1 reads “But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.”
So in spite of the “I’m okay, you’re okay” philosophy by most believers, there is such a thing as a false teacher in religion.  Two plus two cannot equal four and five at the same time.

A false teacher is someone who teaches something religiously that is false.  John 8:31-32 says “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  A false teacher is someone who teaches something different than God’s truth.  And since the verse shows that only the truth will make us free from sin, a false teacher must take responsibility for those he leads astray.

We see this from Matt 15:14 (“Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.”), and we also see from this verse that we should be careful not to allow a false teachers to lead us astray.  The way we do that is by checking what any particular teacher says by the word of God.  Notice how the Bereans did that in Acts 17:11 – “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”

What are some examples of a false teacher?

A man who teaches gay marriage is okay is a false teacher.  I Cor 6:9 says “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.” (NKJV).  So any preacher that doesn’t unequivocally condemn all forms of homosexuality should be made to resign.  He is a false teacher.
A person who doesn’t teach the truth on divorce and remarriage is a false teacher.  Matt 19:9 reads “And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.”  So any preacher who teaches it is okay for divorced people to remarry, or who performs wedding ceremonies for divorced people, is compromising the gospel.  Or any preacher who says those in such second marriages is a false teacher.
Let’s go back to I Cor 6:11 which says “And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.”  That passage shows that people gave up being adulterers when they became Christians.  “Such were some of you” means they were adulterers past tense, they had quit being adulterers.  And if their adultery was a result of them being in an unscriptural marriage, that means they got out of / terminated that adulteress marriage.
A preacher who says people can be saved even if they don’t believe in Christ is a false teacher.  You ask what preacher teaches that?  How about Billy Graham?  In an interview with Robert Schuller (5-31-1997), Mr. Graham said “Whether they come from the Muslim world, or the Buddhist world, or the Christian world, or the non-believing world, they are members of the body of Christ because they've been called by God. They may not even know the name of Jesus, but they know in their hearts they need something that they don't have and they turn to the only light they have and I think they're saved and they're going to be with us in heaven.”  In McCall’s magazine (Jan 1978) Graham said “I used to believe that pagans in far-off countries were lost — were going to h-e-l-l — if they did not have the Gospel of Jesus Christ preached to them. I no longer believe that. … I believe that there are other ways of recognizing the existence of God—through nature, for instance—and plenty of other opportunities, therefore, of saying ‘yes’ to God.”  Here is what the Bible says about that …
· Heb 11:6 “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”
· John 8:24 “I said … unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.”
A person who teaches we don’t have to obey God to be saved, that all we have to do is accept Christ as our personal savior, is a false teacher.  The following is proof of that …

· I Pet 1:22a “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth …”
· Heb 5:9 “And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;”

· Matt 7:21 “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.”
Any preacher that teaches one doesn’t have to be baptized to be saved is a false teacher.  Consider these passages …

· Mark 16:16 “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be [condemned].”

· Acts 2:38 “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
· Acts 22:16 “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”
· I Pet 3:21 “The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:”

Conclusion:  II John 9 “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.”  So if we don’t abide in the teaching of Christ, we don’t have God; we can’t be saved.  False teachers and those that follow them are not abiding in the doctrine of Christ, therefore they can’t be saved.
