Matt 5:20-48 Ye Have Heard … But I Say

Six times in Matt 5:20-48 Jesus says “Ye have heard it was said by them of old time … But I say unto you.”  In each case Jesus quotes the Old Testament and then contrasts the OT teaching with his stricter New Testament teaching.

The first case begins in …
21 Ye have heard that it was said of them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:

22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.

The Old Testament taught it was wrong to kill, but the NT teaches - not only is it wrong to kill but it’s even wrong to hate your brother (I John 2:9).

Next in …
27 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery:

28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.

And I just heard today about a person who claims to be a Christian but subscribes to Playboy magazine.

The third case is found starting in …
31 It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement:
32 But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.
In spite of Jesus’ teaching here, 30 to 40% of many denominational congregations are people in their 2nd or 3rd marriages - adulterous marriages.

The fourth case starts in …
33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths:

34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all …

37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.

This comes up in court or in signing legal documents.  Jesus said never, ever to swear.

James 5:12 But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.
Let me read the fifth and sixth cases together …
38 Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth:
39 But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.

43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.

44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;

Many so-called Christians today don’t seem to pay any attention to these last two texts.  The Bible’s depiction of Jesus is not how they would want Him to be, so they change Jesus from a humble servant to a political activist.
Conclusion:  Just before this section, Matt 4:23 says “Jesus went about … preaching the gospel of the kingdom” which confirms that the sermon on the mount is primarily Jesus’ New Testament law, not just a correction of OT law.  Some have dubbed the sermon the mount as the “Christian Constitution.”
