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Ezekiel 18:20
The soul that sinneth, it shall die.  The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.

This verse answers the question of this debate:

Does the son bear the iniquity of the father?

The following is God's answer to that question:

v.19
When the son hath done that which is lawful & right, ... he shall surely live
v.20
The soul that sinneth, it shall die
v.20
son shall not bear the iniquity of the father
v.20
the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him
And so I don't inherit the sin of my biological father (nor the sin of Adam), and neither did Seth inherit the sin of Adam.

God says "The soul that sinneth, it shall die.  The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father."  My opponent says just the opposite.

Ecclesiastes 7:29 - God Hath Made Man Upright
God made men upright; but they have sought out many devices.  (NASB)

What does upright” mean?:

· Dictionary.com - righteous, honest, or just - so that is how God made us
· Psalms 25:8 Good and upright is the Lord - so that is how God is
· Micah 7:2 there is none upright among men - not upright means sinful
The Bible says God makes “mankind” (NIV) / “people” (NASB) upright. This is opposite of the position that man is born with inherited original sin.

How do I know Ecclesiastes 7:29 means God made every man (as in mankind, Genesis 6:7) upright, and not just that Adam was created upright in the creation?:

Because 2nd part of verse tells why man is not still upright.  It is because "they (plural, not just Adam) have sought out many devices (plural, not just Adam's one original sin)." [20,28 context about many/all sinners, Gen 6:12 all flesh had corrupted his way]
Eccl 7:29b implies that if a man didn’t seek out (sinful, v.20) “schemes” (NKJV), he would be upright.  This contradicts my opponent's position that a man would not be upright (due to his inherited sin), even if he never committed personal sin.

God makes man upright  =  answer to this debate
Deuteronomy 32:5 – Corrupted Themselves
they have corrupted themselves, their spot is not the spot of his children:  they are a perverse and crooked generation.
· "corrupted" implies clean beforehand, right?
· they corrupted themselves - Adam did not do it
· this corruption occurred in their life, not before birth
Gen 6:12  God looked upon the earth & it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.
My opponent thinks Adam’s sin corrupts people (at their birth).  But these passages prove my position; that people corrupt themselves (after their birth).

II Samuel 12:23

How Did David Know He Would See His Son Again ?

. now he is dead, wherefore should I fast?  can I bring him back again?  I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.
First of all, if David's baby inherited sin, consistency would demand that he went to everlasting punishment (Romans 6:23).

No matter how my opponent gets David’s infant son into heaven, I still want to know, how could David know that his son was going to heaven?  How could David know that his son was of the elect?

Since it’s impossible to tell if an infant is one of my opponent’s “elect,” the only alternative is that David knew his son did not inherit sin, and of course did not have any personal sin, and so he went to heaven on that basis.
Isaiah 59:2

But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.

The Israelites’ sins (not Adam’s sin) separated them spiritually from God.

Before the Israelites’ sin, they were not separated from God.  This contradicts my opponent’s position that they would have already been separated by the “one sin of Adam.”

Born Astray Or Gone Astray ?

Isaiah 53:6  All we like sheep have gone astray
Romans 3:12  They are all gone out of the way
II Peter 2:15 have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray
“Gone astray” means we didn’t start out astray, right?  And that the fault for our being astray from God lies squarely on our own shoulders, right?
Jeremiah 19:4

Children Called “Innocents”

Because they have forsaken me, and have estranged this place, and have burned incense in it unto other gods, … and have filled this place with the blood of innocents
· this verse is referring to burning “their sons (children) with fire for burnt offerings unto Baal” – verse 5)

· compare to Jesus being called “innocent” in Matt 27:4

This contradicts my opponent’s position that children are not really “innocent,” because they are born totally depraved / with original sin.

Romans 9:11
For the children (speaking of Jacob and Esau) being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth.
This verse proves that infants, before they are born, have done nothing good or evil; that there is nothing they could be judged upon, good or bad.  This contradicts my opponent's position, because he teaches there is something a baby could be judged negatively on:  inherited original sin.

II Corinthians 5:10
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

Three key words:

done - we will be judged by things that we do, not by something that we inherit, as my opponent says.

his - we will be judged by things that we do, not by something Adam did.

body - we will be judged by things that we do while in our body, not by things done after we are in our body (as the Mormons teach), or things done before we are in our body, as my opponent teaches.

Supposed inherited sin would not be something a person did in his body would it?  If there were such a thing as inherited sin (which there is not), this verse would prove we are not going to be judged by it.

God says a person will be judged by the things done in his body.  My opponent says we will also be judged by things done by someone else before we even had a body.  Who do you believe?

Did Jesus Inherit Sin ?
The consequences of the inherited sin/depravity theory would be that Jesus inherited sin/depravity, because He became a man.  But contrary to that, Heb 4:15 says Jesus was "without sin."

Notice Jesus:

· had the same flesh and blood as us - Hebrews 2:14a “… as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he (Jesus) also himself likewise took part of the same”
· was made like us - Hebrews 2:17a “Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren”
· was “tempted like as we are” – Hebrews 4:15

Jesus did not inherit sin or depravity, and since we are like him, then neither do we!

James 1:14-15 – Temptation Leads To Sin
But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin:  and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.

This passage tells the sequence of events that lead to sin & spiritual death:
· a man is drawn away of his own lust (desire)
· he is enticed (tempted thru that desire)
· that lust conceives (the yielding)
· sin results
· spiritual death is the consequence
This passage proves an infant is not born sinful and spiritually dead (as my opponent teaches), because spiritual death results from lust, temptation, yielding to the temptation, and finally sin ("transgression of the law" – I John 3:4), things an infant cannot do.

Contrary to James 1:14-15, my opponent teaches infants can be spiritually dead without ever having desire, without ever being tempted, without ever yielding to the temptation, without ever sinning.

The Definition Of Sin
Vines
•
a missing of the mark

•
a sinful deed, an act of sin
Thayer
•
to miss the mark

•
to do or go wrong

•
violate God's law

•
evil deed, … a bad action

•
that which is done wrong
God
•
sin is the transgression of the law  -  I John 3:4


•
to him that knoweth to do good, & doeth it not, to him it is sin James 4:17
Sin is not something that can be inherited; it is something that you do.  It is a missing of the mark, a deed, an act, something you do, it is going wrong, a violation, an action, a transgression, leaving off something that should be done.

Sin isn’t a trait that can be inherited like blond hair.  It is an action we do (like riding a bike).  It makes about as much sense to say we inherit "washing our hands" as it does to say we inherit sin.  You can’t inherit washing your hands.
God's definition of sin ("transgression of law") rules out the idea of inheriting sin
Sin Is Something You Do, Not Something You Inherit
Sin is something you do (like riding a bike or washing your hands), not something you inherit (like blond hair).  Proof:

Matthew 13:41  and them which do iniquity
John 3:20
 For every one that doeth evil
Romans 2:9  upon every soul that doeth evil
Colossians 3:25  But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done:  and there is no respect of persons
III John verse 11  but he that doeth evil
I Peter 3:12  the Lord is against them that do evil
I Peter 2:22  Who did no sin
Proverbs 2:14  Who rejoice to do evil
Romans 13:4  But if thou do that which is evil
Likewise, righteousness is something that you do – I John 3:7:

.. let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous ..
Not one passage teaches the guilt of sin is transferred from one person to another, because guilt transfer is impossible.  When one person commits a sin, you cannot rewrite history and say another committed (was guilty of) it.  That would be telling a lie, and it is impossible for God to lie (Heb 6:18).
Judged According To Our Works
Revelation 22:12 to give every man according as his work shall be
Rev 20:13 & they were judged every man according to their works
Matt 16:27 then he shall reward every man according to his works
II Timothy 4:14 the Lord reward him according to his works
I Peter 1:17 the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work
Judged According To:

•
Our works - not something we inherit as my opponent is teaching.

•
Our Works - not Adam's work as my opponent is teaching.

My opponent really believes we will be judged based upon nothing we do !

Whose Sins Separate Us From God ?
Whose sins cause our separation from God, Adam's or our own?
Isaiah 59:2 your iniquities have separated between you & your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that He will not hear
John 8:24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins:  for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.
Acts 3:19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out …
These verses prove our own sins cause our spiritual separation from God, that our own sins are the only ones that need forgiving.  The Bible never teaches somebody else's sins will cause our spiritual death; or that we need to be forgiven of somebody else's sins.

Whose sins will we be held responsible for?  Adam's?  Not a chance!

God Commands Us Not To Sin

Exodus 20:20 - And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to prove you, and that his fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not.

Psalm 4:4 - Stand in awe, and sin not: commune with your own heart …, and be still …

I Corinthians 15:34 - Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God …
I John 2:1 - My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:
Why would God command us not to sin if my opponent’s position is correct that we are born so totally depraved that we can’t help from sinning almost continuously?

Man Has The Ability To Choose
Joshua 24:15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell:  but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.
Psalms 119:30 I have chosen the way of truth:  thy judgments have I laid before me.

Matthew 22:3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding:  and they would not come.
Matthew 23:37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!
The inherited Total Depravity position is such that man has no ability to choose to do right.  But the above scriptures indicate otherwise!

Man Wills (Chooses)
Man Wills Either To Serve God:

John 7:17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself
Revelation 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come.  And let him that heareth say, Come.  And let him that is athirst come.  And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.
Or Not To Serve God:

John 5:40 ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.
My opponent's position is that the inherited depravity of man is such that he has no ability to choose (will) to do right.  But the above scriptures indicate otherwise !

The Word Of God Is God’s Power To Save
Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:  for it is the power of God unto salvation …
Rom 10:17 Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God
Psalms 119:50b thy word hath quickened (made alive) me
I Peter 1:23 Being born again … by the word of God
James 1:21 receive … the … word, which is able to save your soul

I Corinthians 1:18 the preaching of the cross … is the power of God.

I Corinthians 4:15b in Christ . I have begotten you through the gospel
Eph 6:17b and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God

John 8:32 ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free
John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth:  thy word is truth
James 1:18 Of His own will begat He us with the word of truth
Psalms 19:7 The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul
II Thessalonians 2:14 Whereunto He called you by our gospel
Men are made upright by God (Eccl 7:29), then go astray (Isaiah 53:6) corrupting themselves (Deut 32:5), but God uses His word to draw us back (John 6:44-45).

Job 21:7-8 - "Non-Elect Do Not Die In Infancy" ?
(Hardshell Baptist - May, 1991)
I asked my opponent, "how could David know his Son would go to heaven?" (II Samuel 12:23).  He replied, "the non-elect do not die in infancy" - Job 21:7-8:
Wherefore do the wicked live, become old, yea, are mighty in power?  Their seed is established in their sight with them, and their offspring before their eyes.

This text isn’t teaching the "non-elect" don't die in infancy.  If it were, it would also teach
v.7
Not only that they progress past infancy, but that they all become "old."

v.7
All the non-elect "are mighty in power."

v.8
All the non-elect have children, and live long enough to see their children established.

v.9
The non-elect's homes are never vandalized, attacked, etc.

v.9
God never punishes any of the non-elect in this life.

v.10
All of the non-elect's cows have a calf every year.

v.13
All of the non-elect are wealthy.
Job's friends had argued incorrectly that a person's (Job’s) misfortunes in life are a direct measure of his wickedness (20:5,10,16,18,21,23,28-29).  Job's reply is not that the wicked always (without exception) live to grow old and wealthy, but that you cannot necessarily judge a person's character by how he prospers in this life.

Since Job is correct (God "maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust" - Matthew 5:45), that the death of an infant (or an adult for that matter) is not necessarily an indication of his goodness or badness, I still want to know:  How could David know his Son would go to heaven?
Ecclesiastes 7:29 - God Makes Man Upright At Baptism ?
My opponent’s order  =  man sins, then God makes him upright

Ecclesiastes 7:29’s order  =  God makes man upright, then he sins
Same Hebrew word for “made” (#6213) is in:

· Genesis 1:31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good …
· Genesis 2:2 And on the 7th day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made.
· Genesis 3:1 the serpent was more subtile than any beast of the field which … God had made …
· Genesis 5:1 This is the book of the generations of Adam.  In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made he him

· Genesis 6:6 And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.
· Genesis 9:6 … in the image of God made he man.
Ecclesiastes 7:29 is obviously talking about how God created man. …  He created man upright.

Ecclesiastes 7:29 - Inventions Like Light Bulbs ?
So this verse is saying that God made man upright, but man invented non-sinful things?  That changes verse 29’s whole point that man lost his uprightness because of something he did.  “Inventions” here is like “casting down imaginations” in II Cor 10:5 - evil imaginations are what is under consideration.
Notice these types of inventions:

· Psalms 99:8 … thou wast a God that … tookest vengeance of their inventions.
· Psalms 106:29 Thus they provoked him to anger with their inventions …
· Psalms 106:39 Thus were they defiled with their own works, and went prostituting with their own inventions.
· Romans 1:30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, … inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents.
“inventions” (#2810) in Ecclesiastes 7:29 is the feminine plural noun form of the verb #2803, which is used in the following verses:

Genesis 50:20 ye thought evil against me
Psalms 35:20 but they devise deceitful matters
Proverbs 24:8 He that deviseth to do evil
Micah 2:1 Woe to them that devise iniquity
Eccl 7:29 condemns sinful (v.20) “schemes” (NKJV), not light bulbs !
Jeremiah 31:29-30

If Ezekiel 18:3,20 Is Talking About Spiritual Death,

Then At One Time You Had Inherited Sin

Both passages are only talking about what people would say, not what was actually true.

If it were ever true that someone would die for another’s sin, then:

· Ezekiel 18:3,20 would teach that it would stop at the time that book was written.

· Jeremiah 31:29ff would teach it would stop when the New Testament law came into effect.

That would be a contradiction.
per Ezek 18:20, spiritual guilt doesn’t transfer
Ezekiel 18 - The Context

Ezekiel 18:2-4:  What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge?  As I live, saith the Lord God, ye shall not have occasion any more to use this proverb in Israel.  Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine:  the soul that sinneth, it shall die.
verses 5-13
If a righteous man begats a wicked son, the wicked son will die (spiritually, v.26), even though his father was righteous.

verses 14-18 If that wicked son begats a righteous son, then the righteous son will live, even though his father was wicked.

God says the proverb, "The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge" is not true from a spiritual aspect.  My opponent says just the opposite.
"Jesus Was Virgin Born, Thus Exempting Him From Corruption"

(Hardshell Baptist - April, 1991)
How does this exempt Jesus, unless Mary was not born totally depraved?  I ask my opponent, was she or wasn't she?

The same issue of the "Hardshell Baptist" uses Job 14:4 ("Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?  not one.") to prove total depravity.  Well, Job 14:1 says "man that is born of a woman" is under consideration in verse 4.  If my opponent's reasoning is correct on verse 4, then verse 1 teaches the unclean parent we inherit total depravity from is the mother.  Jesus was born "of a woman" (Galatians 4:4).  I ask, how was He then clean?
The fact that Jesus was not totally depraved proves two things:

1.
My opponent's understanding of Job 14:4 is incorrect.

2.
All men are born innocent, just like Jesus.

Jesus verifies Ecclesiastes 7:29:  ... God hath made man upright …
What Is The Issue ?
The issue is not "are sinners depraved?"

depraved - "corrupt, wicked, or perverted"  (Random House College Dictionary)

Sinners are "corrupt, wicked, or perverted."  That's what being a sinner means!

For example, I suppose everybody here would agree that homosexuals are corrupt, wicked, and perverted.

But would my opponent agree with the liberals that homosexuals are born that way, that God made them that way?

The issue is:

Are men born corrupt, wicked, or perverted (that is, is it "hereditary"), or do they choose to be corrupt, wicked, or perverted (instead of choosing God's way)?

Exodus 20:5
I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me

This is not saying children suffer spiritual guilt/death because of the sins of their Fathers (that would contradict Ezekiel 18:20), but it is saying God sometimes punishes the one who sins by causing his descendants to suffer physical consequences because of their ancestor's sin.

For example, somebody could sure punish me by torturing or killing one of my children:

•
II Samuel 12:14 - David's son died physically because of David's adultery with Bathsheba and murder of Uriah.  Did David's son also die spiritually because of his Father's sin?  No, David said he would see him again (verse 23), implying his son would be in heaven.
•
I Samuel 28:18-19, 31:6 - Saul's three sons (including Jonathon - 31:2) died physically because of Saul's sin.

•
II Samuel 21:1,5-6 after Saul's death, there was famine, and seven descendants of Saul were killed, because Saul slew the Gibeonites

•
II Chronicles 33, II Kings 24:3-4 after Manasseh's death, God brings nations against Judah because of Manasseh's sin
Job 14:4 

Who Can Bring A Clean Thing Out Of An Unclean?
We can't use the uninspired words of Job to prove a doctrine:

Job 38:1-2: … the Lord answered Job ... and said, Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?

Jesus was "born of a woman" (Job 14:1, Galatians 4:4), and so was Mary.  Did Jesus have original sin?

The context is not sin, but a troubled life (verse 1) and mortality (verses 1-2,5).  If this were talking about sin, then it would only be saying that men do sin (I John 1:8,10) just like their parents.  It doesn’t teach the transfer of the guilt of sin.

My opponent doesn’t really think this verse is talking about inherited sin, because he doesn’t believe a clean thing can come from a clean thing (a converted, forgiven mother).

there is Nothing to contradict Ecclesiastes 7:29 here
Job 25:4
How . can man be justified with God? . how can he be clean that is born of a woman?
•
Let's just ask my opponent "how can Jesus be clean that is born of a woman?"

•
Job 25:4 is a statement of Bildad, a "forger of lies" (Job 13:4, 42:7).  Bildad was wrong – Job was not suffering calamity because of his sin.
Part "a" of the verse asks "how then can man be justified with God?" → either:

1.
Bildad was asking how can a man be justified with God, leaving off the answer  ("justified by faith" - Romans 5:1), or

2.
If he was stating man cannot be justified before God, he was just dead wrong.
Likewise then, in part "b" of the verse → either:

1.
Bildad was asking how can a man be clean that is born of a woman, leaving off the answer  (the blood of Christ "cleanseth us from all sin" - I John 1:7), or

2.
If he was stating man cannot be clean that is born of a woman, he was wrong.
We shouldn’t make Job 25:4 contradict Ezekiel 18:20:  The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son:  the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.
Psalms 14:1-3 - Universal Effect, Therefore Universal Cause ?

The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.  They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good.  ... They are all gone aside, they are all  together become filthy:  there is none that doeth good, no, not one.

My Opponent's Argument:  Notice it says first they are 'all' gone aside.  Where there is a universal effect there must have been a universal cause.  (Hardshell Baptist, April, 1991)

But there is not a universal effect - Hebrews 4:15:  For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.     Jesus

The “universal cause” is Satan who tempts us.  But my opponent (and my brethren) need to learn that Satan does not force us to sin; it is possible to “resist the devil” - James 4:7.
•
The example of Jesus proves this - Hebrews 4:15
•
God always provides "a way to escape" - I Corinthians 10:13
Notice the words in 14:1-3 indicating people are wicked, not because they are born that way, but because they commit sin:  done abominable works, none that doeth good, gone aside, become filthy, none that doeth good
Ps 14:1-3 doesn’t teach inherited sin; instead it teaches all have sinned, like I John 1:8,10:
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us ... If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.
Psalms 14:3 - TOGETHER Become Filthy

They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy:  there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
My Opponent's Argument:  Notice also that this text says, 'they are all together' become filthy.  It does not say that they become sinful 'one at a time' but 'all together.'  This means they all sinned 'in Adam.'  (Hardshell Baptist, April, 1991)

The primary meaning for "together" would be ... "taken or considered collectively or conjointly" (Random House College Dictionary); sometimes it implies "at the same time," but sometimes it does not.

•
Job 21:26 has same Hebrew word:  They shall lie down alike in the dust, & the worms shall cover them.  Does this prove all die "at the same time" ?

•
Thayer defines the Greek word in Romans 3:12 (which is a quote of Psalms 14:3) as "all to a man, every one."

Notice the words in 14:1-3 indicating people are wicked, not because they are born that way, but because they commit sin:  done abominable works, none that doeth good, gone aside, become filthy, none that doeth good
Psalms 14:3 doesn’t teach inherited sin; instead it teaches all have sinned, like I Jn 1:8,10
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us ... If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

Psalms 51:5
Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.

"shapen in iniquity"

· Does "born in a tongue" (Acts 2:8) mean the audience was born speaking, or that they were born into an environment that taught them that tongue?

· John was born “in a potato patch” – does that make John a potato?

"in sin did my mother conceive me"

Does "in anger did my brother hit me" indicate I was angry, or that my brother was angry?  The verse says the mother was "in sin," not David!

I think David is using a hyperbole ("obvious and intentional exaggeration") here.  In discussing the magnitude of his sinful state, he exaggerates the point by saying that even his mother was in sin when he was conceived.

The use of a hyperbole is frequent in the Bible - examples:

· Psalms 22:9b  ... thou didst make me hope when I was upon my mother's breasts.
· Job 31:18b  ... and I have guided her (the widow) from my mother's womb
· John 3:32-33 ... no man receiveth his testimony.  He that hath received his testimony ...
Ps 51:5 doesn’t contradict Ezek 18:20: The soul that sinneth, it shall die.  The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father ... the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.
Psalms 58:3
The wicked are estranged from the womb:  they go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies.

If this proves anything, it proves people are not born astray, but that they GO ASTRAY after they are born, after they are old enough to talk.

Gen 7:21 says “the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth” so either there is a contradiction in the Bible or Psalms 58:3 is an exaggeration/hyperbole.

Hyperbole ("obvious and intentional exaggeration") is used in Psalms 58:3 to emphasize how quickly men depart into sin.  Notice other uses of hyperbole:
· Psalms 22:9b … thou didst make me hope when I was upon my mother's breasts
· Job 31:18b ... and I have guided her (the widow) from my mother's womb
· John 3:32-33 ... no man receiveth his testimony.  He that hath received his testimony ...

Psa 58:3 certainly isn’t talking about infants literally, as it says the wicked "go astray … speaking lies," and an infant can’t talk.  How do the wicked go astray?  The text says by "speaking lies."  When do they speak lies?  The Hardshell Baptist (4-91) says "Just as soon as they are capable of it they speak lies."
Ecclesiastes 7:29 says "God hath made man upright, but they have sought out many inventions," that is, they "go astray" – so it is not when they are created.

Psalms 58:4 - Serpent Is Poisonous By BIRTH

Their (the wicked's) poison is like the poison of a serpent …
My Opponent's Argument:

The wicked's poison (sin) is like the poison of a serpent.  Since the serpent is born with his poison, then the wicked must also be born with his poison (sin).

This is absurd; our sin and a snake’s poison are obviously not alike in every way:

•
Are both liquid ?

•
Are both the same color ?

•
Are both physically deadly, sometimes quickly ?

•
Must both bite with the mouth to infect ?

•
Are both born with their poison   ???
Most probably, they are alike only in that both poisons are destructive.

Verse 3 says that they "go astray" (not born astray).  How do they go astray?  The text says by "speaking lies" (which a baby cannot do).  When do they speak lies?  The Hardshell Baptist (April, 1991) says "Just as soon as they are capable of it they speak lies, etc."  That is exactly what I teach!

Ecclesiastes 7:29 says "God hath made man upright, but they have sought out many inventions," that is, they "go astray" (Psalms 58:3-4).

Jeremiah 17:9
The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked …
We agree the heart of the sinner is desperately wicked.  But is this verse saying that a person is BORN with this type of heart?:

Ecclesiastes 7:29 God hath made man upright
Jeremiah 17:5 Whose heart departeth from the Lord
Secondly, who controls the human heart?:

· we make ourselves a new heart (Ezekiel 18:31), or can harden our heart (attitude) II Chron 36:13
· we prepare our hearts to seek God’s law (Ezra 7:10, Job 11:13a)

· we are told to keep our heart (Proverbs 4:23)

· we are instructed not to harden our hearts (Heb 3:8, Prov 28:14b)
Jeremiah 17:9 says nothing about being born with a deceitful, desperately wicked heart.  It refers to men who once had a good heart, but who did not keep it pure, men who departed from the Lord
John 6:44
No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him:  and I will raise him up at the last day.

If this draw is forced instead of by leading, then universal salvation would be true, because John 12:32 says Jesus “will draw all men.”

Notice verses John 6:45 and 47 tell HOW God draws a sinner:
And they shall be all taught of God.  Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me ... Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.

So this passage does not teach a sinner cannot act.  To the contrary, it actually teaches just the opposite, that a sinner must be taught (hear) the gospel, learn it, and believe it!

Yes, God does draw sinners, through His word! → Romans 10:17:
So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
We are called by the gospel - II Thess 2:14   (persuaded not forced)
John 8:43, II Timothy 3:7, II Peter 2:14, etc.

Sinner Cannot, Never Able

“Cannot” / “never able” (#1410) here does NOT mean “impossible,” but instead carries the idea of being precluded from doing something because of another circumstance.  Notice similar examples of Strong’s #1410:

Luke 14:20 And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.
Mark 2:19 Jesus said …, Can the children of the bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them? as long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.
Luke 8:13 either teaches that a Christian can fall from grace, or that a person who will ultimately be lost - CAN hear and receive the word.  I’ll let my opponent take his choice:

They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.

Matt 13:15 their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted
Until they loosen their necks/hearts, sinners won’t be able to receive instruction from God (Jer 17:23, 19:15).  They must change their hearts (open their eyes) – Jeremiah 4:14:

Wash your heart from wickedness, that you may be saved

a sinner should change → that is, soften his heart
John 8:47

Must Be Of God To Hear God ?
Luke 8:13 either teaches that a Christian can fall from grace, or that a person who will ultimately be lost - can hear and receive the word.  I’ll let my opponent take his choice:

They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.

Parallel – “Reagan Democrats”:

He that is a true Republican voted for Ronald Reagan.  You didn’t vote for Reagan because you are not a true Republican.

This doesn’t mean the only ones that voted for Reagan were true Republicans (many “Reagan Democrats” voted for Reagan).  What it does mean is if you didn’t vote for Reagan, you were not a true Republican.

Similarly, John 8:47 does not say only those who are Christians can hear God’s word (many passages like Romans 10:13-14 teach that a person must hear and believe before he is saved).  John 8:47 is saying that if you don’t hear (obey) God, that proves you are not a faithful Christian.

point being: not hearing is our fault, not God’s
John 12:40, etc. - God Blinds And Hardens
We agree - sinners are blind and hardened.  The question is, did God force that upon them, or do sinners become blinded and hardened by their own choice?

Sometimes, God does things though means:

●
God hardened Pharaoh’s heart - Exodus 7:13, 9:12, 10:1, 20, 27, 11:10, 14:8
●
Pharaoh hardened his own heart “also” - Exodus 8:32, 8:15, 9:34

How can both be true?  God hardened Pharaoh’s heart through means (relief from the 10 plagues), and not against his will.

Indeed, men do harden themselves:

Matthew 13:15  and their eyes they have closed
Jeremiah 17:23 But they obeyed not, neither inclined their ear, but made their neck stiff, that they might not hear, nor receive instruction. - hardened his heart II Chron 36:13
Jer 19:15 because they have hardened their necks, that they might not hear my words
II Kings 17:14 Notwithstanding they would not hear, but hardened their necks …
Hebrews 3:8 Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation …

Proverbs 28:14b he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief.

Solution:
Acts 26:17-18 Paul was sent to open eyes


Ezekiel 18:31 “make you a new heart”

Our spiritual blindness is our fault, not God’s !

Romans 3:10-11
… There is none righteous, no, not one:  There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.

Does NOT say anybody inherits sin, but that all DO sin → verses 12-16,23
They are all gone (not born) out of the way, they are together become (not born) unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.  … with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips;  Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:  Their feet are swift to shed blood:  destruction and misery are in their ways ... For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

Not born that way, but turned to that way  (actions on their part):

Isaiah 53:6  All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way
Genesis 6:12  all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth
Deuteronomy 32:5  they have corrupted themselves
This passage teaches the same as Romans 3:23:

For all have sinned and, and come short of the glory of God.

Romans 5:12-21
v.12 - Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, & death by sin; and so (“in this manner … likewise” - BibleStudyTools.com) death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned
verse 12 and the context teach two indisputable facts:

1.
Sin entered into the world through Adam, and death by sin.  So men die spiritually due to Adam's sin only in that he started it.  He sinned, therefore he died spiritually.  That opened the door for others to do the same.  Following in the footsteps of Adam, we all die spiritually due to our own sin.  That brings us to the 2nd fact -
2.
Death (spiritual) passes upon all men, because "all have sinned."

Romans 5:12-21 blames Adam for the introduction of sin into the world, but puts blame on us for our own spiritual death.
Other verses in the context, e.g., verse 19 (“by one man's disobedience many were made sinners”) are true in that through Adam, sin entered into the world.  He got the ball rolling.  But verse 12 adds that "death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.”  This is our position, not my opponent’s.
Romans 5:12 - In Whom ?
My opponent responds to Romans 5:12 by saying "’for that’ (eph 'o) is better translated ‘in whom,’” so the passage should read, "... and so death passed upon all men, IN WHOM (Adam) all have sinned."

Sanday and Headlam in "The International Critical Commentary Series" give two reasons why "in whom" is incorrect:

"epi would not be the right preposition" (would be "en")

"ho would be too far removed from its antecedent"

Arndt and Gingrich - for this reason that, because ... for, indeed
Thayer - for that, on the ground of this, that ... because that, because
James D.G. Dunn - The classic debate on the meaning of ep ho has more or less been settled in favor of the meaning "for this reason that, because" ... "in view of the fact"
C.F.D. Moule, An Idiom Book Of New Testament Greek, Cambridge University Press, 2nd Edition, 1979, page 132: "eph 'o" in II Corinthians 5:4 and Romans 5:12 almost certainly means inasmuch as (the in quo interpretation of Romans 5:12, closely connected with theories of Original Sin, is almost certainly wrong).

Max Zerwick and Mary Grosvenor, An Analysis Of The Greek New Testament, Biblical Institute Press, 1981, page 470:  inasmuch as, seeing that
Nigel Turner, Grammer Of New Testament Greek, Volume III, Syntax, T&T Clark, 1963, page 272:  Romans 5:12, II Corinthians 5:4, eph 'o because
Romans 5:12,19

Jackie Robinson

Parallel to verse 12 - Wherefore, as by one man black players entered into Major League Baseball (MLB), and big money to black MLB players; and so big money passed upon all black MLB players, for that all black MLB players have played.

You wouldn’t think all the black players inherited Jackie Robinson’s salaries would you?

v.19 - For by one man’s play many blacks were made MLB players.
Jackie Robinson paved the way for other blacks to play in the MLB by being the first.  He got it started; he got the ball rolling.

Similarly, Adam paved the way for other people to sin by being the first to sin.  He got it started; he got the ball rolling.

Romans 5:12b - for that all have sinned !
Romans 8:7
Because the carnal mind is enmity against God:  for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

We agree the carnal mind cannot be subject to the law of God.  The question is → is it possible for one who has a carnal mind to change his mind and be spiritually minded?
A regenerated man who returns back to the carnal life (I Cor 1:2, 3:1-3), has a carnal mind, but my opponent doesn't believe he is “totally depraved.”  My opponent believes it is possible for him to change his mind and become subject again to the law of God.

So the carnally minded man who “minds the things of the flesh” (v.5), obviously "is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be;" he is going to have to change his mind to spiritually minded 1st!

We can and must crucify the flesh (Gal 5:24), i.e., mortify the deeds of the body (Rom 8:13).  It is up to us.  God asks, but doesn’t force.

I Corinthians 2:14
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God:  for they are foolishness unto him:  neither can he know them …
The natural man here does not refer to the unregenerated man necessarily, but refers to the man without (who rejects) God’s revelation – verses 9-13.
This verse does say the "natural" man cannot know the things of the Spirit of God, but it does not say the natural man cannot change from natural thinking to spiritual thinking.

The unconverted man can receive the word - Acts 2:41  (and Luke 8:13 according to my opponent’s position)
Not only can the unconverted man understand the word, the unconverted man MUST understand the word - Matthew 13:15:

… and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.

I Corinthians 2:14 is simply saying that a man without revelation from God cannot know God's law.  That is exactly what I teach !

I Corinthians 15:22

"The Fact That Infants Die Physically Proves Their Guilt"

(Hardshell Baptist - April, 1991)
Infants die physically directly because of physical laws of nature, sickness, etc..
Infants die physically indirectly because of Adam's sin - I Cor 15:22 (“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive”).  Because of his sin, Adam was cast out of the Garden of Eden, thereby losing access to the tree of life (Genesis 3:22-24).  Because of this, babies (or anybody) do not have access to the tree of life to "live for ever."

But suffering physical consequences because of someone else's sin, does not imply the transfer of spiritual guilt.  Bible examples include:

•
II Sam 12:14, 18 - David's son died physically because of David's sin with Bathsheba, and against Uriah.  Did David's son also die spiritually because of his Father's sin?

•
I Samuel 28:18-19, 31:6 - Saul's three sons (including Jonathon - 31:2) died physically because of Saul's sin.  Did Jonathon also die spiritually because of Saul's sin?

•
II Samuel 21:1,5-6 after Saul's death – there was famine, and seven descendants of Saul were killed because Saul slew the Gibeonites

•
II Chronicles 33, II Kings 24:3-4 after Manasseh's death, God brings nations against Judah because of Manasseh's sin

The fact that infants die physically proves nothing about their spiritual state.  If it did, it would prove that they are all lost spiritually!

Ephesians 2:1
And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.

dead - destitute of a life that recognizes and is devoted to God, ... INACTIVE as respects doing right (definition given by Thayer for this word in this verse)   →   Not inability, but inactivity !

If Eph 2:1 means sinners can’t do right, Rom 6 means Christians can’t sin:

verse 11
Likewise, reckon ye also yourselves to be dead (same Greek word, #3498) indeed unto sin
verse 2
How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?
Ephesians 2:1 says these dead sinners were quickened and Psalms 119:50b says that "thy word hath quickened me."  So obviously, sinners aren’t so “dead” they can’t respond to God’s word.

The Ephesians were “dead” in sin, not by birth, but for what they did:
verse 1
ye were dead through your trespasses and sins (ASV)

verse 2
walked according to the course of this world
verse 3
lived in the lusts of our flesh
verse 3
indulging the desires of the flesh         NASV
Col 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins …
Ephesians 2:3

… and were by nature the children of wrath …

My opponent says we inherit this nature from Adam.  So it could be said after the fall, Adam and Eve “were by nature the children of wrath” (they had this nature).  That was by their choice, not birth, right?  So why couldn’t it be the same for us?
If Ephesians 2:3 means people are born sinners, then Romans 2:14 would teach that people are born righteous  →  but it can't be both ways!

For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature (same Greek word, #5449) the things contained in the law …

nature (phusis) - "a mode of feeling and acting which by long habit has become nature" (Thayer’s definition for this word in Ephesians 2:3)

Jeremiah 13:23 talks about people "that are accustomed to do evil."  That is all Ephesians 2:3 is talking about.  After practicing something for so long, it just becomes second “nature.”
The Ephesians had “given themselves over unto” sin (Ephesians 4:19); they weren’t born that way.  Ephesians 2:3 doesn’t have anything to do with inherited sin; instead it is simply saying the Ephesians had been habitual sinners.
Ephesians 2:3 - By Nature The Children Of Wrath
By Birth Or By Choice ?
NOT  -  “by original sin the children of wrath …”

These illustrations show a meaning for “by nature” other than “by birth”:
•
New York City residents are by nature a more cautious people, due to the high crime rate in that area.

•
Don Knotts played Barney Fife so much/well, the part became second nature to him.
The Ephesians were “by nature” the children of wrath, not by birth/inheritance, but for what they did  (NASV):
verse 2
walked according to the course of this world
verse 3
lived in the lusts of our flesh
verse 3
indulging the desires of the flesh

The very point of Eph 2:3 is that the Ephesians were by nature the children of wrath.  But they weren't anymore.  So the Bible teaches people are not born with a sinful nature, but develop one by a habitually sinful life.  And that when they became Christians, they repent and get rid of their sinful nature (habits) and life.

II Timothy 2:25, Acts 11:18, 5:31

God Gives Repentance
Yes God gives repentance, but is it conditionally through means, or arbitrarily through force?

God desires “that all should come to repentance” (II Peter 3:9).  So repentance is not forced upon us, else all would repent and be saved.

God said to the Israelites in Joshua 6:2, “I have given into thine hand Jericho,” but the rest of the chapter shows that the Israelites still had to do something in order to receive the city/gift.

-   similar to “Give us this day our daily bread.”
How does God give repentance?  By calling on people to repent and by leading them to repentance through His divine persuasion:

Luke 5:32  I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.
Romans 2:4  … the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance
In Acts 5:31, Peter says that God exalted Christ to “give repentance to Israel,” but he had just gotten through commanding the Israelites to repent (2:38, 3:19).  So obviously God gives us repentance by leading us (by persuasion, not force, II Corinthians 5:11) through his word (John 6:44-45) to choose to repent.
Hebrews 7:9-10

Levi Paid Tithes In Abraham’s Loins
If I inherit my Father’s property, then I bought property in my Father’s loins before I was born, not in the sense that I physically participated in the purchase, but in the sense that I am affected by the consequences of that purchase.  Similarly, we did not participate in the sin of Adam, but we are affected by its consequences (physical death).
Else the logical conclusion is that we physically participated in all of Adam’s actions, including his marital relations with Eve.

Note also:  Jesus was in the loins of Adam.  Did He sin too?

The Bible does say Levi paid tithes in Abraham’s loins, but the Bible never says that we sinned in Adam’s loins.  This is a crucial point here.
Ezekiel 18:20:  The soul that sinneth, it shall die.  The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, … the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.
Acts 16:14 - God Opened Lydia’s Heart
Does God Miraculously Force people to convert, or does He use Means/Agency to influence them?
· God gives us our daily bread (Matt 6:11), but is that done via a manna miracle or thru means (our jobs)?

· I Kings 11:4 says Solomon’s wives “turned away his heart.”  Did Solomon’s wives turn his heart by miraculous force, or was it through influence – still leaving Solomon with a choice?
· II Kings 13:2 says Jeroboam “made Israel to sin.”  Did Jeroboam force them to sin, or did he lead them to sin by placing idols in Bethel and Dan - I Kings 12:28ff?  Baasha did the same thing - I Kings 16:2
· II Kings 23:29 says Josiah was slain by the king of Egypt, but II Chron 35:23 says archers killed Josiah.  Which was it?  The answer is the king killed Josiah through “agents” (his soldiers).
· John 4:1-2 Jesus baptized, but he did it through agents - his disciples.

· John 6:44-45 the Father draws sinners, not thru miraculous force, but thru teaching and learning His word
· Nehemiah 8:1 God commanded Israel … through an agent / by Moses (verse 14)
· Matt 8:5 centurion made a request of Jesus, but it was made thru agents, i.e. the elders of the Jews - Lk 7:3
· Acts 26:18 God sent Paul to preach to people to “open their eyes.”  But Paul obviously didn’t do that thru miraculous force.  Likewise God opens/enlightens hearts/minds/eyes thru divine persuasion (Acts 28:23, II Cor 5:11) of his word (Psalms 19:8b), not thru miraculous force.  The Bible pricks/opens hearts Acts 2:37.
· I Cor 4:15 Paul had “begotten” the Corinthians thru the gospel - thru means, right?
The same is true for the opposite:  God hardened Pharaoh’s heart (Exod 7:13, 9:12, 10:1), but Pharaoh hardened his own heart “also” (Exod 8:32, 8:15, 9:34).  So obviously God didn’t do it thru force, but through circumstances.  The choice was still Pharaoh’s.  The same is true for us.  God hardens hearts & blinds eyes (John 12:40), but also people harden their own hearts (Prov 28:14) and close their own eyes (Matt 13:15).  There is no contradiction.  It is done thru means, not force.
A young man “opens” a girl’s heart, but he does it thru actions of love, persuasion, conduct, careful attention, etc., not through force.  He doesn’t take away her free will, but he does open her heart.  Similarly, the gospel opened Lydia’s heart to obey God - not by force, but by inspired persuasion.
God’s goodness leads us to repentance (Romans 2:4).  He does not force us.
Can A Man Change His Own Heart ?
Luke 8:10-15 the parable of the sower - our actions are determined by our heart

Some Calvinists admit a man can change his actions because his heart is in back of that making the decision to change his actions.  But the Calvinist asserts a man cannot change his heart because they say there is nothing in back of that to make the decision to change his heart, since his heart is where he makes decisions.

This reflects a fundamental difference in how the Calvinist and the true Christian thinks.  If the Calvinist works it out in is his own mind that it is impossible for a man to change his heart, then that is what he believes regardless of what God says about the matter.  But the Christian lets God’s word answer each question for him, yes or no.  So what does the Bible actually say about this?

It’s true God gives us a new heart (Ezek 36:26), but thru means (like daily bread)
· Pharisees told to cleanse their inside so their outside will be clean also Matt 23:25-28

· we make ourselves a new heart Ezekiel 18:31, or can harden our heart II Chron 36:13
· we prepare our hearts to seek God’s law Ezra 7:10, Job 11:13a
· we are told to keep our heart Proverbs 4:23
· we are instructed not to harden our hearts Hebrews 3:8, Proverbs 28:14b
· and our heart can depart from the Lord Jeremiah 17:5
We determine our own heart in response to God’s leading/persuasion
Ezekiel 28:15
King Of Tyre Created Perfect

Till Iniquity Was Found In Him
Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.

· the context gives the “King of Tyre” (v.12) down the road, blaming his character upon his own sinful actions instead of on God (and certainly not on Adam)

· this “man” (v.2) became proud (v.5) because he had gotten riches with his wisdom (v.4), and so God would bring the nations against him in war (v.7), and the king would die (v.8)
Ezek 28:15 sure doesn’t sound like the King of Tyre was born with original sin (and/or total depravity).  He was perfect until he sinned (just like Adam was).
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