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How Could Election Be Conditional?

Judges 7:4-7 - God elected those who would go into battle (300) with Gideon conditionally, based upon who drank water by putting their hand to their mouth, as opposed to those who got down on their knees to drink.

Joshua 6:2ff - “I have given into thine hand Jericho” - God had chosen to give the Israelites the city, yet they had to walk around the city 13 times to get it.

Acts 27:22-23,34b - The angel of God told Paul there would be no loss of life on the voyage.  But verse 31 makes it clear that that “election” (to physical salvation) was conditional.
Matthew 22:14

For many are called, but few are chosen.
Is this (unaccepted) invitation sincere, or a lie ?

My opponent would agree the “chosen” and the “elect” are two different names for the same people.

This passage then proves the “elect” is not a fixed number of people by name, but that many have the opportunity of being of elect (called by the gospel, II Thess 2:14), but are not chosen.

Like Proverbs 1:24 (“I have called, and ye refused”), Matthew 22:14 implies we have a choice in the matter.

Passages like Matt 22:14 and Prov 1:24 refer to a call that is not necessarily successful (as it may be refused).  Rom 8:30 refers to the call after it is successful.  Illustration - "Those I called, I invited to the party.  Some I called didn't answer, so they never got invited."
What separates the chosen/elect from the non chosen/elect?   meeting Conditions (Mt 25:32-46)
John 3:16

For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Everlasting life is conditioned upon belief.

· those that believe will receive everlasting life

· those that don’t believe will perish / not receive everlasting life

Can you imagine a preacher not being willing to accept the plain & simple meaning of John 3:16?

John 6:37ff
All that the Father giveth me shall come to me …
Whatever else we might say about this text, it shows election/salvation is conditional → it is conditioned upon coming to Jesus.  It can't be unconditional - John 17:12 - "... those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition ..."

My Primitive Baptist opponent says the elect will be saved, even if they don’t “come to” (equated with belief in verse 35) Jesus.  He says election is unconditional.

God gives us ... our daily bread (Matthew 6:11), but that doesn’t mean He forces bread upon us without any work on our part.  Sometimes, God does things though means, not by force:

●
God hardened Pharaoh’s heart - Exodus 7:13, 9:12, 10:1, 20, 27, 11:10, 14:8

●
Pharaoh hardened his own heart - Exodus 8:15, 8:32, 9:34

How can both be true?  God hardened Pharaoh’s heart through means, not against his will by force
And neither is the John 6 coming forced/unconditional – John 5:40:

But you are not willing to come to me that you may have life.  (NKJV)
When we compare John 6:65 with verses 44-45, we see that God “gives” sinners to Jesus through means, by drawing them with His word – teaching, hearing, & learning, then coming - not by force (Rom 10:17, 1:16).  Certainly without God’s drawing thru the word, nobody would come to Him.
Matthew 22:14 many are called, but few are chosen – this call is not necessarily successful

Romans 8:30 whom He called, them He also justified – refers to the successful call

The John 6 draw/give refers to the successful draw/call, those with an “honest & good heart” (Luke 8:15), and we get that honest/good heart by preparing our heart to seek God’s law (Ezra 7:10).
The John 6 election clearly is conditioned upon belief – verses 35, 40, 47.
John 6:64-65 - People Don’t Believe Because God Doesn’t Give It To Them?

“Therefore I said unto you” refers back to verses 44-45, which makes it clear that the way the Father gives it unto them is through the drawing/teaching of the gospel.  Notice the similarities:

	John 6:44
	John 6:65

	No man can come to me
	no man can come unto me

	except the Father … draw him
	except it were given unto him of my Father


So the phrase “it were given unto him of my Father” is equal to the phrase “the Father draw him.”

And verse 45 shows how the Father draws people - thru teaching, hearing, & learning, not by force
John 12:32 “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me”:
· Jesus draws not by force but by the motivation / thankfulness of knowing what He did for you

· if draw means force, then universal salvation is true (“draw all men”)
The disciples of verses 47-66 heard the teaching of Jesus, but they did not choose to learn and accept it (Matt 7:7, John 7:17, Matt 5:6, Luke 8:15, Matt 13:13-15).  Evidently they took Jesus’ teaching about eating his flesh literally, and therefore rejected it and him  -  “From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him” (John 6:66).

God “gives unto” (draws) the candidate, so they can come (verse 65).

These people did not “come to” (commit to following) Jesus, thereby rebuffing the drawing of God.  God did His part & provided the gospel (means) to them, but they refused to learn and come.
It can't be unconditional - John 17:12 - "... those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition ..."
Remember, “The Lord is … not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (II Pet 3:9).  He “leadeth thee to repentance” (Rom 2:4).
Rom 8:30, Eph 1:11, etc. - Predestination / Election
Predestination yes, but what is predestined?  Is it unchangeably forcing specific names, or electing the type of person to be saved?:
Rom 8:29 whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son
Ephesians 1:4 … he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love.
Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in

II Thess 2:13-14 … God hath … chosen you to salvation through sanctification of ... Spirit & belief of the truth:  Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of … Christ.
The above passages certainly prove our election is conditional.  The conditions are stated loud and clear in all four passages.  The only question would be:

· Did God predestinate that particular persons by name will meet the conditions in the sense of God supernaturally forcing them to submit? (Calvinism), or

· Did God predestinate that those (as a class) who meet those conditions by their own choice will be the ones who are elected/saved?

Either option fits the 4 verses equally well.  But doesn't II Peter 1:10 make it clear which is correct?

… give diligence to make your calling and election sure …
Bear Bryant predetermined that those on his team would have a clean-cut haircut.  Does this mean he held them down and cut their hair by force, or does it mean he kicked them off the team if they did not conform of their own freewill?

Predestination/Election YES - Conditioned upon what type person you are
Predestination / Pre-Ordained

Romans 8:30, Ephesians 1:5, Acts 13:48, etc.
(part of an analogy by Larry Bunch)

	A young earthly father has:

1)  an infant son

2)  $1,000,000 to give
	Before the foundation of the world, the heavenly Father had:

(1)  a son - Jesus Christ

(2)  eternal salvation to give



	While the son is yet unmarried, the

father predestined (pre-ordained) the $1,000,000 to his son's bride, when:

1)  she reaches 40 years of age

2)  provided she does not depart from the son


	While Christ was not married to His bride (His church), the Father predestined salvation to His Son's bride:

(1) after she is obedient  Heb 5:9
(2) provided she does not depart from Christ  Heb 3:12


	Although the bride:

1) before she is born, has the $1,000,000 by promise
2) still this blessing is not hers in fact until she is married and reaches forty years of age


	Although the church (the saved):

1) before it existed had salvation (life) by promise
2) still Christians do not receive this blessing in fact until after the conditions are met  Mark 16:16


	Conclusion: There is a blessing ($1,000,000) laid up for this "elect" person.  She has (before she existed) been “predestinated” (but not by name) to receive this blessing.

But There Are Conditions:

1) there must be a marriage

2) must be no departure until 40

then  -  $1,000,000
	Conclusion: There is a blessing (salvation) laid up for "elect" persons.  They have (before they existed) been "predestinated" (but not by name) to receive this blessing
But There Are Conditions:

1) there must be a marriage

2) must be no departure until death

then - eternal salvation


Romans 9 - Not Talking About Individual Salvation
Romans 9 defends God’s right to accept the Gentiles on par with the Jews.  Through the same sovereignty, God chose the Jews as His special people in the OT.  God elected Isaac, and then Jacob over Esau to be the men his chosen people would descend from (v.7b).  This Potter and Clay illustration (v.21) is from Jer 18:6-10 which is discussing God’s favor or punishment “concerning a nation.”  So Rom 9 is a discussion of choosing nations (v.12, Gen 25:23, Malachi 1:1-4), not any individual’s eternal destiny.  The point is → just as God had the right to choose the Israelites as his chosen people back then, so he also has the right to select another people (the Gentiles, v.24) now.

v.15 quotes from Exod 33:2,13-19 where God reiterates the Jews are his chosen people.  That is the sense in which God would have mercy on them - He would bless them as his chosen nation.  My opponent agrees this is not talking about individual salvation, because not all Jews were saved.

God’s people now are equal to the saved, and that salvation is conditional:

· Romans 9:30 … the Gentiles, which followed not after (the law of, verse 31) righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith.
· Romans 9:33 … whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.
We become a “vessel of mercy” conditionally:  II Tim 2:21 - If a man … purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, … meet for the master’s use, and prepared unto every good work.
“mercy” (individual forgiveness of sins) is conditional:

· Proverbs 28:13 He that covereth his sins shall not prosper:  but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.

· Isaiah 55:7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and … let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
II Thessalonians 2:13-14
… God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:  Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
God choosing/electing us is conditioned upon:

· our sanctification (our holy life)
· our belief of the truth

And this choosing is done via calling us by the gospel (divine persuasion through the word - II Cor 5:11, not force)
My opponent’s position is that the elect are chosen regardless of how sanctified/holy their life is, and regardless of whether or not they ever believe the truth.

Now you know differently!
Hebrews 5:9
… he (Jesus) became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him
Eternal salvation is conditioned upon our obedience to Jesus.

· those who obey Jesus will receive eternal salvation

· those who don’t obey Jesus will not receive eternal salvation

My PB opponent’s position is the elect will be saved regardless of whether they believe or obey.

II Peter 1:10
brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure
This verse explicitly refers to our “election,” & shows we have a part to play.  Our election is conditioned on us making it sure.
If our election is unconditionally/unchangeably set, then how could we “make it sure”?

The text continues, “for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:  For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of . Jesus Christ.”
· We make our election to heaven sure by doing / adding the “Christian Graces” listed in verses 5-7.
· It is actually our election that is being made sure, not just the knowledge or appearance of our election.  If we don’t make it sure, we fall.  If we do make it sure, we will go to heaven.
Belief is an Essential Condition of Salvation
John 8:24 if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins

Acts 10:43 whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins
Romans 3:26 the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus
John 3:18 He that believeth on him is not condemned:  but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the … Son of God.
John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life:  and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.

Mk 16:16b … he that believeth not shall be d‑a‑m‑n‑e‑d

Repentance is a Condition of Salvation
Luke 13:3 … Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish
Acts 2:38 Repent, and be baptized … for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
Acts 3:19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out

Acts 8:22 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee.
Baptism is an Essential Condition of Salvation

Mk 16:16a He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved
Acts 2:38 Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
Acts 22:16 arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord
Galatians 3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
I Peter 3:21 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us
You must be Baptized in order to be Forgiven
Obedience is a Condition of Salvation

Matthew 7:21-23 he that doeth the will of my Father ... shall enter into ... heaven
Acts 10:34-35 he that ... worketh righteousness, is accepted with Him
II Thessalonians 1:8-9 them that ... obey not the gospel ... shall be punished with everlasting destruction …
James 2:24 by works a man is justified, and not by faith only
I Peter 1:22 ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth
I John 2:17 he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever
Revelation 22:14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city
Other Passages Showing Salvation is Conditional

John 5:29 And shall come forth (from the graves); they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of condemnation.

II Chronicles 7:14 If my people … shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin
Isaiah 55:7 Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts:  and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him … for he will abundantly pardon.
II Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

Conditional Salvation is all through the Bible
II Peter 3:9, I Timothy 2:4
God Wants ALL Men To Choose To Be Saved
God's desire is for all to be saved, implying that all have the opportunity to be saved, which shows that the particular (by name) forced predestination/election theory is false.

II Peter 3:9:  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, … but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
I Timothy 2:4:  Who (God) will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.
Who is the ALL in I Timothy 2:1-6?

•
verse 1 - Does my opponent pray for "all men" or just the elect?

•
verse 2 - if "all men" of verse 1 is just "all the elect," that would mean all rulers without exception ("kings, and ... all that are in authority"), including Hitler, are of the saved/elect

This contradicts my opponent’s theory that God wants only some (the elect) to be saved.

My opponent’s theory also puts the blame on God for those who are lost.  God wants all to be saved, but He only forces belief and repentance on some so that they can be saved.

Universal invites like Matt 11:28-30 are a cruel hoax if those invited can’t really accept.

Men choose to be, or not to be of the elect.

If   =   Conditional

if   –   (Random House College Dictionary):

on condition that … a condition, requirement, or stipulation

Bobby, if you eat your carrots, Mommy will let you have some ice cream.

If you finish your homework, you may go out and play.

If you take this medicine, it should make you feel better.
Matthew 6:14-15 if ye forgive men their trespasses, your … Father will also forgive you:  But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
I John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Rom 10:9 if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

I Corinthians 15:1-2 … the gospel … By which also ye are saved if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you
II Peter 1:10 … for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall
Salvation/Election is “if” / Conditional

Jesus Died For Everybody
The Difference In Being Saved/Elect Or Not Is Conditions
I Tim 4:10 who is the Savior of all men, specially of those that believe
I John 2:2 And He is the propitiation for our sins:  and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
Hebrews 2:9 … He … should taste death for every man.
I Timothy 2:6 Who gave himself a ransom for all …
Here’s the point:  If God unconditionally/unchangeably selected the names of the saved before the foundation of the world, what would be the point in Jesus dying for everybody?  Jesus dying for everybody implies that everybody has the opportunity to be saved, which necessarily implies that the list of saved people is not unchangeable.

II Thess 2:13 - “Through” Should’ve Been Translated “In The State Of”?
This doesn’t help my Primitive Baptist opponent anyway, because he believes many of the elect will never be “in the state of” belief.

Wigram-Green (Strong’s #1722) – “by means of”
Eph 4:14 carried about with every wind of doctrine, by (by means of or in?) the sleight of men
Thayer 4.d – “of the instrument or means by or with which anything in accomplished”
Thayer’s examples under this category include II Thessalonians 2:13 and also …
Luke 22:49 shall we smite with (by means of or in?) the sword
Matt 26:52 all they that take the sword shall perish with (by means of or in?) the sword
Matthew 7:6 lest they trample them under (by means of or in?) their feet
Luke 1:51 shewed strength with (by means of or in?) his arm
Luke 11:20 if I with (by means of or in?) the finger of God cast out devils

Matthew 9:34 He casteth out devils through (by means of or in) the prince of the devils
Acts 17:31 judge the world in righteousness by (through or in) that man
I Corinthians 6:2 and if the world shall be judged by (by means of or in) you
“in” wouldn’t change the meaning of II Thessalonians 2:13:

Ephesians 2:7 in his kindness toward us through (in) Christ Jesus

Ephesians 2:22 for an habitation of God through (in) the Spirit

II Corinthians 7:7 And not by (in) his coming only

Acts 4:30 with all boldness they may speak thy word, By (in) stretching forth thine hand to heal
It’s like the difference between tweedle-dee-dee and tweedle-dee-dum.
Jeremiah 18:7-10
7At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy it; 8If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them. 9And at what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it; 10If it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of the good, wherewith I said I would benefit them.
This passage shows that God’s favor upon a nation is conditioned upon its attitude and actions.  And it couldn’t be unchangeably set before hand, else it makes no sense to say God repented of his intentions regarding them.  Unchangeably set would mean that God could never change His mind.
Ephesians 2:8-9
God Forces Faith Upon Us ?

The words "and that" do not refer to either grace or faith, but to salvation.  Salvation does not originate with man, but with God.  A.T. Robertson, in his "Word Pictures in the New Testament," explained, "'Grace' is God's part, 'faith' ours.  ‘And that’ (‘kai touto’).  Neuter, not feminine ‘taute,’ and so refers not to ‘pistis’ (feminine) [faith] or to ‘charis’ (feminine also) [grace], but to the act of being saved by grace conditioned on faith on our part.  Paul shows that salvation does not have its source (‘ex humon,’ out of you) in men, but from God."  (Volume IV, page 525)

Of course, God does give us faith, but it is not forced.  Sometimes, God does things through means:

●
God hardened Pharaoh’s heart   Exodus 7:13, 9:12, 10:1, 20, 27, 11:10, 14:8

●
Pharaoh hardened his own heart   Exodus 8:15, 8:32, 9:34

God hardened Pharaoh’s heart through means (relief from the 10 plagues), and not against his will.

Same with our heart / spirit: 

●
Ezekiel 36:26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you
●
Ezekiel 18:31 Cast away … all your transgressions … & make you a new heart and a new spirit
God gives us faith by providing the power of divine persuasion.  Then comes voluntary acceptance:
Romans 10:17 faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God
Romans 1:16 I am not ashamed of the gospel … for it is the power of God unto salvation
John 20:30-31 But these are written … in this book … that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ
John 6:65,44-45 no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father … No man can come to me, except the Father … draw him … And they shall be all taught of God.  Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.
Does God Force Us To Believe ?
Matthew 23:37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!
Acts 7:51 Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost:  as your fathers did, so do ye.
Matthew 13:15 … and their eyes they have closed …
Acts 16:30-31 … Sirs, what must I do to be saved?  And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved …    [God doesn’t do the believing for us]
Choice Implies Not Unchangeably Set - Conditional
Josh 24:15 if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served … but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.
Psalms 119:30 I have chosen the way of truth …
Isaiah 66:4, 65:12 I also will choose their delusions, … they … did choose that wherein I delighted not.     [same word used for God’s choice and for our choice]
Judges 5:8 They chose new gods …
Deut 30:19 … I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live
My opponent’s position is that each and every person’s eternal destiny is unchangeably set.  But these verses prove that for any particular person, his or her eternal destiny can go either way.
Some For Whom Christ Died Will Be Lost
I Corinthians 8:11 And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?
Romans 14:15,23 … if thy brother be grieved … Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died. … he that doubteth is d-a-m-n-e-d if he eat, because he eateth not of faith:  for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.

II Peter 2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in d‑a‑m‑n‑a‑b‑l‑e heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.
The Calvinist has two options:

· either Christ died for more than just the elect (no “limited atonement”)
· or some of the elect can be lost

The point is that since some of those Christ died for will be lost, that shows more have the opportunity to be saved than take advantage of that opportunity.  This proves that we have a say in the final determination of our election/salvation; it is conditioned upon something we do.

Acts 13:48 as many as were ordained to eternal life believed
Whatever else we might say, 13:48 teaches election is conditioned upon belief.

It is impossible to tell from the Greek here who did the ordaining – God (if in the passive voice) or the people themselves (if in the middle voice).  Compare to “they have addicted (same Greek word #5021) themselves to the ministry of the saints” - I Corinthians 16:15.
verse 46:  … the word of the God should first have been spoken to you:  but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. - These Jews made their own choice of rejecting the word of God; they “put it from” themselves; thereby judging themselves unworthy of everlasting life.  God didn’t make the decision for them.
So in verse 48, the people were “ordained” to eternal life in the sense God ordained that all good hearted men would trust and obey, and receive eternal life:

· Luke 8:15 – But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.
· And it’s up to us to have a good heart (“make you a new heart” - Ezek 18:31).
Ordained by their disposition – hungry for God’s righteousness (Matt 5:6).
If verse 48 meant “foreordained” in the sense they had no choice, then the verse would mean all the infants there were reprobates – because they didn’t believe.
More Passages Showing Salvation is Conditional

Romans 2:6-9 Who will render to every man according to his deeds:  To them who … in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life:  But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, tribulation, and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil ...

James 5:20 … he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins
Matthew 10:22 he that endureth to the end shall be saved
Revelation 2:10 be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life
Conditional Salvation is all through the Bible
Matthew 24:24b

Impossible To Deceive The Elect ?

For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

My opponent doesn’t really believe his application of this verse.  If the elect can never be deceived, then only those that agree with my opponent on every issue constitute the elect.

The following passages are the same in the English and Greek:

Acts 20:16 For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, because he would not spend the time in Asia:  for he hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost.
Rom 12:18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all .
Acts 27:39 And when it was day, they knew not the land:  but they discovered a certain creek with a shore, into the which they were minded, if it were possible, to thrust in the ship.  [here “possible” is a different form of the same Greek word – Rick Duggin says it is the “same expression in the optative mood, but this does not materially affect the parallel”]
None of these parallels are stating an impossibility.  Similarly, Matthew 24:24 is just stating that false Christs and prophets will do such a good job of deception that even some of the elect might be deceived.
Revelation 17:8

Names Written In Book Of Life From Foundation Of World?

… they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world …
This verse is not saying the names of the saved were written at the foundation of the world,  but from (since) the foundation of the world.  Illustrations:

· Luke 11:50 (same in Greek and English) – “That the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from (since) the foundation of the world, may be required of this generation”

· Sinners have been becoming Christians from (since) the foundation of the world

· Alabama has been winning football games from the beginning of college football

But if Rev 17:8 is implying all names were in the book of life at that time, then it would have to be in the sense of foreknowledge, not unchangeably fixed predestination.

· Revelation 13:8 “Jesus slain from foundation of world,” but didn’t actually happen until about 33 A.D., right?

· Revelation 3:5 (“He that overcometh, … I will not blot out his name out of the book of life …”) shows being written in the book of life is conditional.
· Exodus 32:33 … Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My book.
· Romans 6:3 baptized into Jesus Christ (weren’t in Christ until they were baptized)
· Romans 16:7b Salute Andronicus and Junia … who also were in Christ before me …
Acts 11:18

God Grants Repentance (and Faith)
Yes there is a sense in which God grants repentance (and faith) to a person.  But it is not in the sense of miraculously forcing us to believe or repent. - Rom 2:4 … the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance.
So God grants us faith and repentance by leading us thru means, and does not take away our free will in the matter.  As a parallel, God gives us our daily bread (Matthew 6:11), but it is not through miraculous force, but through providing us opportunities to work.

Notice “the gospel … is the power of God unto salvation” (Romans 1:16) and “faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17).  Notice also from John 6:44-45 that the way God “draws” us is by teaching and learning, not by force.

So God grants us faith and repentance by leading us to that end by inspired persuasion (II Cor 5:11).  Faith and repentance are things “we do” (John 6:28-29, Acts 2:37-38).  God doesn’t believe and repent for us.  It is our choice (Joshua 24:15).
And God’s persuasion/calling can be refused:

· Matthew 22:14  For many are called, but few are chosen.

· Matt 23:37  O … Jerusalem, … that killest the prophets, & stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, … and ye would not.

· Proverbs 1:24  I have called, and ye refused
Revelation 3:20 versus Calvinism
Jesus said in Revelation 3:20 – “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock:  if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him ....”

Here is Calvinism’s version of Revelation 3:20 – “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock it down:  only the elect will be allowed to hear my voice, and they will do nothing, as I will already have come in to him previously …”

Revelation 3:20 is so plain and simple, only a person trying to misunderstand it could become/remain a Calvinist.  There must be many hundreds of Bible verses like Rev 3:20 that Calvinists have to completely ignore in order to hold on to his man made theory.  We should be loyal to Christ not Calvinism !
Romans 9 - The Overall Point

God uses His choosing of the descendants of Isaac (verse 7) and then Jacob (verse 13) to be His chosen nation (instead of all of Abraham’s descendants) to illustrate the fact that He has the right to decide to let the Gentiles in (verse 24).  He included the Gentiles by exercising His right to make salvation based on faith not by works of the law (verses 30-33).

The unconditional choosing in this chapter refers to God deciding that his chosen people would physically come through Isaac and then Jacob.  However spiritual salvation is said to be conditioned upon faith in this chapter:

verse 30 the righteousness which is of faith
verse 33 whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed
Romans 8:29-30 - Whom Did God

Foreknow, Predestinate, Call, Justify, & Glorify?

Rom 8:29-30 is talking about Christians in general (the saved as a class), not to any individual person in particular.  The “whom” the passage would be referring to are Christians, as a whole.  God foreknows them, not as individual names, but as the group of Christians, with no particular person in that group.  God planned ahead of time that there would be Christians (followers of Christ), He chose long ago that Christians would/should be conformed to the image of His Son, He calls people to be Christians (successfully), He justifies people as they become Christians, and He glorifies Christians.

This view fits the passage just fine, and is in harmony with the dozens of passages (like John 3:16) that teach salvation is conditional, and that any person can choose to be a Christian by simply meeting those conditions.

This can't be unconditional - John 17:12 - "... those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition ...."  So this glorification must occur when a person becomes a Christian.
John 17:12
God Giving Someone Does NOT Mean …
… Those whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition … (NKJV)

We know God giving someone does NOT mean:

· Salvation is unconditional – God gave Judas to Jesus but Judas failed to meet the condition of remaining faithful to Jesus so he was lost

· Free will is lost – God giving Judas did NOT mean Judas had no free will; he still chose to betray the Lord
· Once Saved Always Saved – God gave Judas but Judas still lost his salvation
John 10:26
But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.

Does this mean people are sheep (saved or chosen) first, then believe because of that?  That they can’t believe until they are regenerated first?
No, Jesus is saying here that if you were a true Jew (a true Old Testament saint, truly in the current “fold” - verse 16), then you would believe in me.

It is the same consistency argument Jesus has been making all through this part of the book of John (“as I said unto you”) - if you were truly already of God (according to the Old Testament), you would have believed in me):

· 8:42 Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me.
· 5:37-38 And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape.  And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not.
· 5:46 . had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me; for he wrote of me.
Conclusion:  Jesus is equating "my sheep" in John 10 with those who have an "honest and good heart" he mentions in Luke 8:15. When they hear the word, they will "keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience."
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