Mike Willis / Patrick Donahue Exchange - Divorce Only, Not For Fornication - 2003
Article 1 - Willis

Divorce For A Reason Other Than Fornication,
But No Remarriage

Mike Willis (from Mike's sermon outline entitled: "When Is Divorce A Sin"):

a. A person may have to divorce his mate to break an unscriptural marriage (Matt.
19:9). In this case, one is divorcing for the kingdom of heaven's sake.

b. A person may have to leave his mate to become or remain a Christian (Luke
18:29-30; 1 Cor. 7: 15; Matt. 10:34-48; Luke 14:26). In this case, one is divorcing for
the kingdom of heaven's sake.

c. A person may be in a marriage relationship in which his mate runs up bills
which he has no intention of paying. In this case, one's responsibility to God to
pay one's bills would demand that he not be supportive of his mate's ungodly
behavior (Rom. 13:8).

d. A mate may be abusive to the children (beating). A person has a responsibility
to bring up his children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:1-4). To
fulfill that responsibility, may require him to leave his mate to provide for the
children.

e. There are some cases in which one must leave to have physical and emotional
health. One's obligation to serve God would require him to preserve his physical
and emotional well being.

f. Sometimes a couple becomes so alienated from each other, the hostilities have
reached such a point, that they must live apart.

(1) Cf. Prov. 21:9; 25:24; 1 Cor. 7:15-16.

(2) We cannot force them to stay together.

(3) The Scriptures do not teach a person that he must become a doormat to his
partner to keep the marriage together. A person who becomes another's doormat
will do more to destroy his mate's love and respect for him than about anything
else he can do. A person has to maintain his own self-esteem to have proper Bible
love. One is to love his neighbor "as himself" and the husband is to love his wife
"as his own body" (Matt. 22:39; Eph. 5:33).

g. Obviously, there is going to have to be left some room for judgment in these
matters. (Those who allow a "separation" but not a "divorce" agree that there are
some areas of human judgment that we must leave for each other.)

C. Sometimes we place the blame for divorce on the wrong shoulders -- we blame
the mate who has reached the end of his rope in tolerating an intolerable situation
and in his desperation has filed for a divorce, rather than blaming the one guilty
of the ungodliness who created the intolerable circumstances.

D. If one must separate from his mate in order to serve his God, that is exactly
what he should do!



