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Bible Contradictions (Alleged) - Explained
Why might people be looking for supposed contradictions?:
· Sir Arthur Keith (famous British evolutionist) - "Evolution is unproved and unprovable. We believe it because the only alternative is special creation which is unthinkable."
· Sir Julian Huxley (one of the world’s leading evolutionists) - "I suppose the reason we leaped at The Origin of Species was because the idea of God interfered with our sexual mores” (customs, conventions, practices).
Was Jesus on earth at the time this was said, or in heaven (John 3:13)?
John 3:12-15 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things?  And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven.  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:  That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.
· this is a comment by John (switches from first to third person like John 6:70-71,7:8-9,7:38-39,12:32-33) written about 30 years after Jesus went to heaven (like Matt 10:4)

Matt 10:1-5 And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.  Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him.  These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not

“Prolepsis” like Gen 2:2-3 And on the 7th day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the 7th day from all his work which he had made.  And God blessed the 7th day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made.
· Neh 9:13-14 Thou camest down . upon mount Sinai, and … gavest them right judgments, & true laws, good statutes & commandments:  And madest known unto them thy holy sabbath, and commandedst them precepts, statutes, and laws, by the hand of Moses …
· Ezekiel 20:10-12 Wherefore I caused them to go forth out of the land of Egypt, and brought them into the wilderness.  And I gave them my statutes, and shewed them my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them.  Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them
Was Jacob (Matthew 1:16) or Heli (Luke 3:23) the father of Joseph (husband of Mary)?
Matt 1:16 And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.
Luke 3:23 And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli 

· Matthew gives the genealogy of Joseph and Luke gives that of Mary, making Jacob the father of Joseph and Heli the father of Mary.  This is shown by the two narrations of the virgin birth.  Matthew 1:18-25 tells the story from Joseph's perspective, while Luke 1:26-56 is told from Mary's point of view.  Why is Joseph mentioned in both genealogies?  Luke follows strict Hebrew tradition in mentioning only males – so son-in-law. (credit Tommy Thrasher)
Women may (Acts 2:17, etc.) or may not be preachers (I Cor 14:34-35)?
Acts 2:17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:
I Cor 14:34-35 Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience as also saith the law.  And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.
· in church no, out of church yes (“preach” means “teach the gospel,” not necessarily publicly)

· sometimes an apparent contradiction helps us to understand the truth in more detail

Will God forsake us (II Chron 15:2, II Tim 2:12b), or won’t He (Heb 13:5)?
Heb 13:5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.
II Chron 15:2 … The Lord is with you, while ye be with him; and if ye seek him, he will be found of you; but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you.

II Tim 2:12 If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us. (NKJV)

· God won’t forsake the faithful, but He will forsake those who forsake Him.

When Paul was on the road to Damascus he saw a light and heard a voice. Did those who were with him hear the voice (Acts 9:7), or did they not (Acts 22:9)?
Acts 9:7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man.
Acts 22:9 And they that were with me saw indeed the light, and were afraid; but they heard not the voice of him that spake to me.
· They heard a voice but could not understand what was being said (the meaning). Paul, on the other hand, heard the voice and also understood the words.

Did Judas die by hanging himself (Matt 27:5) or by falling headlong and bursting open with all his bowels gushing out (Acts 1:18)?
Matt 27:5 And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself.
Acts 1:18 Now this man purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out.
· Evidently Judas died by hanging, but fell from the rope (or it was cut), and when he fell (secular history says over the side of a cliff), his bowels gushed out.
Did Adam die the same day (Gen 2:17) or did he continue to live to the age of 930 years (Gen 5:4)?
Gen 2:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
Gen 5:4 And the days of Adam after he had begotten Seth were eight hundred years: and he begat sons and daughters
· Adam died spiritually that day (Isaiah 59:2, Romans 6:23).  And incidentally he did begin to die physically that day (Genesis 3:22-24).
Are we saved by works or not? Ephesians 2:8-9 / James 2:24
Eph 2:8-9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast.
James 2:24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.

· notice the walls of Jericho fell by grace (Josh 6:2), thru faith (Heb 11:30), not of works (Josh 24:13), yet the Jews still had to meet the condition of walking around the walls 13 times for them to fall (Josh 6:3-5)
· the death of Christ is the earning basis for our salvation, not our works

· but we must obey God as a required condition of salvation:

· Heb 5:9 being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.

· Matthew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven 

· Mark 16:16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved …, Acts 2:38, 22:16, Gal 3:26-27, I Pet 3:21
· II Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
· II Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

· I Peter 1:22a Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth …

· Rev 22:14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.
The distinction in works that some brethren make on this question, not saved by the works of the law of Moses, works of the flesh, etc. won’t work.  Eph 2:10 goes on to say “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”  So context shows the works that do not save us are the very same works that we are created in Christ to do, and we are not created to perform the works of the law of Moses or the works of the flesh.

II Tim 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose & grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began
Like Eph 2:8-9, the contrast here is not between the types of works, but between works and grace, so earning basis is the key.

Tit 3:5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost

This verse says we are not saved by works of righteousness, not works of the law of Moses or works of the flesh.  And baptism, and say personal evangelism efforts, are certainly works of righteousness which we have done.
John the Baptist was (Matt 17:10-13) or was not Elijah to come (John 1:19-21)?
Matt 17:10-13 And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that Elias must first come?  And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things.  But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them.  Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist.
John 1:19-21 And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou?  And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ.  And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? And he answered, No.

· John meant he was not literally Elijah.  Jesus is saying John was Elijah figuratively (analogously).  Luke 1:17 says that John came “in the spirit and power” of Elijah.  Malachi 3:1,4:5 teaches that Elijah would come to prepare the way before Christ.

