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Divorce and Remarriage - The Brass Tacks

Compromise on adulterous marriages leads to compromise on gay marriage - preacher Ken Wilson writes:

I have proposed a path for these pastors that allows them to embrace people who are gay, lesbian, and transgender and to accept them fully — welcome and wanted — into the company of Jesus. I wrote A Letter to My Congregation when I realized my views had changed and I needed to communicate the intense theological, biblical, pastoral, and spiritual process that I had been through to get to this new place.  It began with a burr beneath the saddle of my conscience: why was I willing to let so many divorced and remarried couples know that they are welcome and wanted while refusing that same welcome to gay and lesbian couples? How could I say to the remarried couples, whose 2nd marriage was clearly condemned by the plain meaning of scripture, ‘You are welcome and wanted,’ while saying to the two mothers raising their adopted child together, ‘I love you, but I hate your sin’?
1.
marriage should be between male and female Rom 1:26-27, I Cor 7:2, Matt 19:4-5
2.
divorce by itself is a sin Matthew 19:6, compare Matthew 5:31-32 with 19:9
3.
even marital separation is a sin I Corinthians 7:10, 7:3-5, I Peter 3:7
4.
except after divorce for fornication, 2nd marriages are sinful/adulterous Matthew 19:9, Mark 10:11-12 - because still bound/obligated to first spouse (Romans 7:2-3).  Notice also that if we marry a divorced person, we commit adultery - Luke 16:18b.
· Some conservative groups believe that divorced people who marry another spouse are living in sin.  However, the number of divorces in the United States has led most denominations away from that teaching. - Anthony Dunnavant (liberal) in the Orange County (California) Register
· remember “Methodist Changes On Divorce”
5.
such second marriages must be terminated
adulterer - denotes one who has unlawful intercourse with the spouse of another (Vines) - so it repeats as long as the second marriage is intact
repentance - Matthew 21:28-29 a change of mind leading to a change of action

Mark 6:17-18 not lawful to have her, not just to marry her
Luke 18:29 may have to leave wife to get out of an adulterous marriage
· “that’s too hard especially with kids,” or “two wrongs don’t make a right” – Ezra 10:10-11,44 had to separate for a different reason, but demonstrates it is necessary is some cases
6.
attempt should be made to reconcile with original spouse Rom 7:2-3, I Cor 7:10-11
repent - to feel such sorrow for sin or fault as to be disposed to change one's life for the better; be penitent - Dictionary.com
7.
churches should withdraw from members who continue in adulterous marriages – II Thess 3:6,14-15, I Cor 5:1,4-5,9-11 (if you are with a congregation that instead tolerates divorce or remarriage, you need to find a congregation that won't tolerate it II John 9-11)

