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Does God Care How We Worship Him?
Nothing is more characteristic of … church meetings at the end of the 20th Century than their orientation to the consumer, especially the unchurched one.  Churches study ‘target audience’; find ‘market niche’; design services to appeal to the consumer – World Magazine 7-17-1999
I Chron 29:1 . the work is great, because the temple is not for man but for the Lord God.  (NKJV)
So we shouldn’t design our worship services to please man but to please God:

· not necessarily what we think is fun or exciting

· not necessarily what is pleasing to our ears

· not necessarily what we think will use members’ secular talents the most

· not necessarily what we think will bring in the most people

· but what God wants, what God instructs us to do in His word
We should let God decide how we worship, not our feelings or what we want:

Pr14:12 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death
Isaiah 55:8-9 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.
Jeremiah 10:23 O Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.
It does matter how we worship God:
John 4:24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth
Matthew 15:9 our worship can be vain (useless, worthless, accomplishes nothing)
Colossians 3:17 we shouldn’t do anything Christ does not authorize us to do
Leviticus 10:1-2 Nadab and Abihu worshipped God, but in the wrong way
I Samuel 13:8-14 Saul worshipped God, but in an unauthorized manner – so he lost the monarchy
Present day examples:

I Cor 14:34-35 women preachers (like Saul – right worship, wrong person leading)

burning incense (like they did in OT times), praying to Mary, bowing down to statues of Jesus?

Acts 20:7 Lord’s Supper – every first day of the week
Eph 5:19 rock bands?

other illustrations of unauthorized worship?  (John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments)
Romans 10:3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.
Malachi 2:13-14 even scriptural worship is not accepted, if we don’t live right Mon-Sat (Heb 5:9)

John 4:23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit & in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him - Are you letting him find you?

