Dear   __________,




July 10, 2007
My name is Pat Donahue.  I was raised in the Baptist church, but after 2 or 3 years of diligent study, was re-baptized in my Junior year of College, this time “for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38), and became a member of a local church of Christ.

As I see it, the main difference between the churches of Christ and the Baptist churches is our emphasis on obedience.  The churches of Christ teach that obedience is essential, that we have to obey God to be saved, while the Baptist churches teach that obedience is a good thing, but not necessary to salvation.  I am very convinced the churches of Christ are correct on this point.  Notice the following verses showing obedience is necessary:
Hebrews 5:9 And being made perfect, he (Jesus) became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.

Matthew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven
I Peter 1:22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth

James 2:24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.

II Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Revelation 22:14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life.

II Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

This emphasis on obedience manifests itself in many ways.  First is our teaching that a person must be baptized to be saved, while the Baptist church teaches water baptism is a good thing to do, but not necessary to salvation, that it comes after one is saved.  Please read the following verses and see for yourself:
Mark 16:16

John 3:5

Acts 2:38

Acts 22:16

Romans 6:3
Galatians 3:26-27 

Colossians 2:11-13

I Peter 3:21

Sometimes the Baptists will counter with Ephesians 2:8-9 that a person is saved by grace, through faith, not of works, and since baptism is a work, that proves you don’t have to be baptized to be saved.  But remember that Jesus called faith a work in John 6:28-29 and so the Baptist understanding of Ephesians 2:8-9 would rule out belief as being necessary to salvation.  The truth is that Ephesians 2:8-9 is talking about the basis of our salvation, what earns our salvation.  The death of Christ is what earns our salvation; our faith or baptism either one are not what earn our salvation.  But faith and baptism are conditions that a person must meet in order receive the salvation provided for by the blood of Christ.  Consider the point made by the following chart:
The Walls Of Jericho

By Grace … Through Faith … Not Of Works, Yet Conditional
The Walls of Jericho fell "by grace" - Joshua 6:2:

… the Lord said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho

The Walls fell "through faith" – Hebrews 11:30:

By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days.

Walls of Jericho fell "not of works" – Joshua 24:13:

And I have given you a land for which ye did not labour …

However, conditions had to be met in for the Walls of Jericho to fall:

•
Joshua 6:3-5 walk around the city 13 times, shout, etc.

•
Joshua 6:6-21 they met these conditions

•
Hebrews 11:30 the city fell after they walked

Would the walls have fallen if the Israelites had not done what God said?

Conclusion:  “By Grace” or “Through Faith” or “Not Of Works” does NOT mean that conditions (like baptism) do not have to be met.

Sometimes Baptist will turn to passages like John 3:16 and notice the absence of baptism and conclude that baptism must not be necessary.  But John 3:16 doesn’t mention repentance either.  Does that prove that repentance is not necessary?  No, we have to take all that God says on any subject (Matthew 4:4).  John 3:16 shows the necessity of faith, but does not tell us whether or not repentance and baptism are necessary.  But Acts 2:38 does.  There believers were told to repent and be baptized “for the remission of sins.”  Both repentance and baptism are conditions listed as being required to obtain the forgiveness of sins.  And this is why I was re-baptized in my early twenties.  When I was baptized as a youngster in the Baptist church, I was taught that I received the forgiveness of my sins when I came down the aisle and accepted Jesus Christ as my personal savior.  So when I was baptized two or three weeks later, I wasn’t baptized “for the remission of sins;” I thought I already had the remission of sins.  When I studies the issue for myself, I saw I needed to baptized again, this time “for the remission of sins” as Acts 2:38 directs.  Now I understand that I didn’t really become a Christian until I was baptized “for the remission of sins” as the Bible teaches.

Another area the churches of Christ’s emphasis upon obedience affects is our teaching against the concept of “once saved always saved.”  We teach as the Bible does that a Christian must live a faithful life in God’s service to reach heaven.  If a Christian falls away, he loses his salvation.  Please consider the following passages in proof of that truth:

Galatians 5:4 "ye are fallen from grace"

II Peter 2:20-22 "latter end is worse with them than the beginning"

James 5:19-20 "save a soul (brother) from death"

Hebrews 3:12 "in departing from the living God"

Revelation 3:5 "blot out his name out of the book of life"

Acts 8:12-13 (Mk 16:16), 20-23 "Simon fell"

I Corinthians 8:11 "shall the weak brother perish"

Romans 14:15,23 "he (thy brother) that doubteth is condemned"

John 15:2,6 "Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away"

II Peter 1:9-11 "If ye do these things, ye shall never fall"

Luke 8:13 "for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away"

Ezekiel 3:20 the righteous who sins, shall die

Hebrews 10:26-31 "if we sin wilfully ... fall into the hands of the living God"

Hebrews 6:4-8 "If they shall fall away"

I Corinthians 10:12 "take heed lest he fall"

Acts 5:1-11 (Rev 21:8) Ananias and Sapphira

I Corinthians 9:27 lest Paul "should be a castaway (reprobate)"

I John 1:9 “if we confess our sins,” we will be forgiven

I Timothy 5:12 “Having condemnation, because they have cast off their first faith”
To keep this letter short, I will just mention one more area where our diligence to obey might set us apart from most Baptist churches.  We read Acts 20:7 and see that the disciples came together on the first day of the week to eat the Lord’s Supper, so we do the same.  We try to follow approved examples like this in the Bible (Philippians 4:9, I Corinthians 11:1).  So if we wake up on a Sunday morning and decide to follow the example of Acts 20:7 as we should, then we will eat the Lord’s Supper (with the congregation).  When we wake up on Monday morning, this example would tell us not to eat the Lord’s Supper that day.  Same with Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.  But when we wake up the next Sunday morning, if we make up our mind that we are going to follow the Acts 20:7 example, we will eat the Lord’s Supper again that day.  Do you understand the progression?  That is why the churches of Christ eat the Lord’s Supper in the assembly every Sunday, not just once a month, or once a quarter, or once a year, as many other churches do.
I am open to discussing any of these issues with you by e-mail, phone, or regular mail, whatever you might want to do.  I am 46, happily married with four children, ages 16, 12, 11, and 6.  Below is my contact information.

In Christian love,

Pat

PatDonahue@bellsouth.net
www.BibleDebates.info

(256) 721-0726 home

(256) 682-9753 cell

4607 Old Railroad Bed Rd

Harvest, AL 35749
