Luke 16:18 and "Mental Divorce"

The term "mental divorce" has been coined to describe the teaching that a person that has been put away unscripturally, can remarry scripturally if they "mentally" divorce their former spouse after that former spouse remarries (commits fornication).  This article deals with how Luke 16:18 refutes that theory.

I believe Luke 16:18b ("and whosoever marrieth her that is put away from her husband committeth adultery") is a general statement that would condemn the remarriage of any person put away from a scriptural marriage, whether that person had been put away for fornication, or for some other reason.  But if this clause only applied to just one particular situation, it would apply to the mental divorce situation.  Notice that the subject of verse 18a (the man) divorces his wife unscripturally, and marries another, thereby committing adultery.  So far this is the exact "mental divorce" scenario.  Now the question is, may his former wife remarry because he is now committing fornication?  Verse 18b directly answers this question.  It says that if one marries that woman (the woman who has been put away unscripturally, and whose former husband has now remarried), it is adultery!  How much clearer could Jesus have been?

Let me repeat, I don't think Luke 16:18b only refutes this mental divorce position.  That would be limiting the words to less than what Jesus intended for them apply.  But there is no way to get around the fact that Luke 16:18b does refute this one situation.  If it refutes anything, it refutes the mental divorce position; the words of Luke 16:18 fit the mental divorce position exactly!

