Does The Case Of Cornelius Prove A Sinner Is Saved Before He Is Baptized?

The number one debater’s argument against the necessity of baptism to salvation is the story of Cornelius in Acts 10.  The argument is essentially that the Holy Ghost fell on Cornelius before he was baptized in water (which is true 10:44,48), and the Holy Ghost wouldn’t fall on an unsaved man, therefore Cornelius was saved before he was baptized.

It is true only a Christian can receive the non-miraculous (personal indwelling) measure of the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:38), but the same is not true of the miraculous measure.  Read I Sam 19:15-24 to see that the Holy Spirit fell upon King Saul and his messengers even while they were plotting to kill David (God's chosen), and even though Saul lay down naked all day and night.  Caiaphas “spake not of himself:  but … prophesied” in John 11:49-52 even though no one would think he was in a saved relationship with God; at that moment he was in the process of planning to kill Jesus.  And consider how “the Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said unto Balaam” in Numbers 22:28-30.  That doesn’t prove the Balaam’s donkey was saved, does it?

Realize here that most people we debate on the purpose of baptism don’t believe the miraculous is for today, so they already recognize the difference in the gifts of the Holy Ghost in Acts 2:38 and 10:45.  It is not a different Holy Ghost, but the difference in the gifts is in what the reception of that Holy Ghost enabled one to do.  One might ask our opposition a couple of question to help them see this point:  Did God give the Christians the Holy Ghost in Acts 8:17 to demonstrate that they were sons of God (Gal 4:6), or had that already happened when they first became Christians in Acts 8:12?  Did God give the Christians the Holy Ghost in Acts 19:6 so that they would know God abided in them (I John 3:24), or had that already happened when they first became Christians in Acts 19:5?

Let me mention one last very important fact about the difference in the Acts 2:38 and 10:45 gifts.  The “gift of the Holy Ghost” in Acts 2:38 is conditioned upon water baptism while the “gift of the Holy Ghost” in 10:45 clearly is not.  So it is impossible for them to be the same gift.  Therefore that means Cornelius did not receive the Holy Ghost in the measure that proves one is saved (Ephesians 1:13-14, Acts 5:32, Romans 8:9b, I John 4:13).  He was indeed lost until he was baptized.

Bottom line:  Since the miraculous gift of the Holy Ghost can be received before one is saved, then there is nothing in Acts 10 that proves Cornelius was saved before he was baptized.  So passages like Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38, Acts 22:16, Galatians 3:26-27, and I Peter 3:21 still stand true just as they are written – we have to be baptized to be saved.
