Ezekiel 18

It’s like the whole chapter is given to refute the Catholic/Calvinist doctrine of “born in sin” (born guilty of original sin and/or totally depraved) …

1-4 correcting a false proverb; the real truth is “the soul that sinneth, it shall die.”  The proverb is actually an analogy - stating a physical reality, but really talking about the spiritual (19 – “Yet say ye, Why? doth not the son bear the iniquity of the father?”); verse 3 is not saying the proverb used to be true, but “not have occasion any more to use” is like “you can’t use the Piltdown man as proof anymore” (once discredited)

5-9 the righteous man shall live spiritually (it doesn’t matter that Adam sinned)

10-13 his wicked son will die (spiritually); it doesn’t help him that his father was righteous

14-17 if the grandson is righteous, he will live; it doesn’t hurt him that his father was wicked

18 it doesn’t help the father because his son is righteous

19 the real point of the verse 2 proverb is spiritual/sin - “doth not the son bear the iniquity of the father?”

20 everybody is judged based upon what they did, not what their ancestors or descendants did or do - so Catholicism and Calvinism are wrong about their “born in sin” doctrine

21-23 if the wicked will repent (“turn from all his sins”), he will be forgiven (spiritual life not physical – murderers are not given reprieve from the death penalty just because they repent)

24 the opposite is also true - if the righteous turns to wickedness, he will lose his salvation

25-29 this is God’s way and is completely “fair” (NKJV)

30-32 since the wicked will die, but can be forgiven if he repents, we should repent to be forgiven

Eccl 7:29 is a good companion passage to Ezekiel 18 – “Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright; but they have sought out many inventions.”

related article:  https://bibledebates.wordpress.com/2026/07/23/doctrine-matters-born-in-sin/

