Is The Bible Out Of Date?

Introduction

Quotes from a religious tract trying to justify Homosexuality:

· None of the culture of the Bible is exactly like ours.  In the Old Testament, every person was expected to marry and produce children.  Biblical Hebrew contains no word for bachelor!  A man's life continued after death through his children.  A woman's value was based primarily on her ability to have children.  Women were the property of men.
· Romantic love was not related to the marriage contract …
· These are just a few of the biblical views that are totally different from the way we see things today.  Become familiar with the cultural setting of the Bible.
Basically the gay church is saying much of the Bible is out of date, so we can ignore those parts of it.

A guy I study with wrote to me via email on 5-13-21 about Matt 19:9 “It may have been good in the strict old world, but not in 2021.”

Is The Bible Out Of Date ?
Intended For Keeps

Psalms 33:11 - “The counsel of the Lord standeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations”

- so God's counsel is not just cultural in duration

Jeremiah 6:16 - “ … Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.  But they said, We will not walk therein”

- makes no sense if God's way continually changes with custom
Exceptions to the rule of God’s law remaining constant thru time:
•
Hebrews 7:12 For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law
•
I Corinthians 13:8 tongues shall cease
But unless stated otherwise, the rule is - all of God's New Testament instructions are applicable till the end of time.  Let’s examine some topics where some have failed to keep this rule in mind …
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Homosexuality
Times sure have changed → The President of the United States came out in favor of homosexual marriage on May 9, 2012.  As of June 26, 2015 - “Public opinion on gay marriage has changed at lightning speed as well: 60 percent of Americans support it, compared with just 37 percent 10 years ago.”  It think it was nil when I was a boy.
Lev 18:22-23 - “Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination. Neither shalt thou lie with any beast to defile thyself therewith: neither shall any woman stand before a beast to lie down thereto: it is confusion.” - the law of Moses condemned this sin (and put it in the same category as bestiality with the word "neither" in verse 23)

In a recent debate on Homosexuality with a gay preacher, my opponent answered this verse by saying, in effect, that it was just the "culture" of that time.

I Cor 6:9-10 - (NKJV) “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.”:

•
homosexuals / effeminate (KJV) - takes on the female role

•
sodomites / abusers of themselves with mankind (KJV) - takes on the male role

verse 11 (“And such were some of you”) - they can change
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Homosexuality Is Not Natural
Romans 1:24,26-27 - “Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: … For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, & receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet.”
· not natural - anybody who knows the anatomy of male and female can tell that – 
· crude - like plumbing, the body parts don’t fit
· not born that way
· not a cultural/temporary teaching
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Divorce

I am told divorces were very rare, even among the worldly, some 75 years ago.  But today, divorce has become rampant, among the worldly, among the denominations, and even within churches of Christ.

Divorce certainly isn't looked down on nowadays like it was then.

A lot of churches today say they don't like divorce, but I don't know any churches, except some (not all) non-institutional churches of Christ and a few conservative institutional churches, that demand termination of adulterous marriages, and it is very rare, even among our brethren, to see the demand of reconciliation to the rightful spouse.

Matthew 19:9 - “ …Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committed adultery : and whoso married her which is put away doth commit adultery.” - only one cause
Mark 6:18b - “It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother’s wife.”
The change in practice of society cannot change the words of the Bible!
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Modest Dress

Some Christians act like modesty changes based upon culture and style.  But the actual standard (the Bible) has not, and will never change.

I Timothy 2:9-10 - “In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; But (which becometh women professing godliness) …” - are you ashamed to show any nakedness whatsoever?

Thirty years ago, do you ever remember Christians wearing?:

· low cut blouses ?  (showing any cleavage is showing your private parts)
· halter tops ?  (just getting close to showing cleavage is a teaser)
· wedding dresses that show the back ?

· shorts ?  - Gen 3:7 about like shorts, but still naked (verse 10) and God had to clothe them (verse 21)
· short skirts ?
· swimsuits, even two piece bikinis ? – (I would never have believed it)
What happened?  What caused the sea change in thought and practice?
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Women Preachers

I Corinthians 14:34-35 - “Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law.  And if they will learn anything let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.”
I've seen whole articles by our brethren in the last few years on the "women preachers" issue without even one reference to this passage!  What a travesty.  Let me assure you that this passage does still apply to the modern day assembly.

Note:  verse 35 shows that more than just the sermon is forbidden → asking a question, making an announcement or song selection from her seat
I Tim 2:11-12 - Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection.  But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.
verses 13-14 - “For Adam was first formed, then Eve.  And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression.” - this “order of creation” reason given shows this teaching is not cultural/temporary in nature.
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The Covering

I Corinthians 11:4-5 - Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonoureth his head.  But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth her head …
Veil required for women whenever they pray (even outside the church assembly); men must not have it on when they pray

Reasons given for covering are NOT cultural; don’t argue for temporary duration
verses 4-5 headship

verse 7 image of God

verse 8 order of creation

verse 9 purpose for order of creation - same reason as given against women preachers in I Timothy 2:13, so the teachings stand or fall together
verse 10 because of the angels

Even if Paul's teaching was equal to the current practice of that time (which is not true), that would prove nothing, else the following Bible teachings are also only cultural:  homosexuality, divorce, modest dress, wives subject to husbands

The "Custom Argument" in effect says the Bible is "out of date" on this issue!
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A Christian Tying Covering And No Women Preachers Together - Both Just A Custom ?
The “command” might not apply today at all ….  It is my opinion that they objected because it was the custom of the day for women to remain silent in public assemblies, and let their husbands speak for them; and they were offended that some of the Corinthian women were violating this custom.  (I interpret the issue of married women wearing a head covering in the same light.)  Rather than allow the issue to cause disruption within the church, Paul upheld the social custom of the day
It is perfectly proper for churches to expect their members to adhere to societal norms and customs (as long as they are not in conflict with God's will, of course), and I think that is exactly the point that Paul was making when he wrote that women should remain silent in the assembly, and when he wrote that married women should wear a covering for their heads to show their subjection to their husbands.
… the churches need to reconsider whether or not the command for women to keep silent in the assembly is still applicable, now that the social conventions regarding the proper conduct of women in public have changed.
Greg Casteel   2-29-96
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Long Hair

I Cor 11:14-15 - Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him?  But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her for a covering.
Short hair is required for men; it’s not just a recommendation.

Many Christians who are against long hair on men (rightly so), don't think a thing about women cutting their hair short.

definitions for “long” - does this accurately describe your hair length?:

· for or through a great extent of space … extensive (Random House)

· extending beyond normal or moderate limits … having considerable linear extent in space (Dictionary.com)

I admit that long hair on women might look out of place with current styles (especially for the older women), but we have to put God first before style.

God said “long” hair - not short or medium length.  Are we taking this instruction seriously?
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Hair Only Long Enough To Distinguish ?
Some have said I Cor 11:14-15 only requires a woman to have hair long enough to distinguish her from a man. But that is not what “long” means. Definitions for the Greek word translated “long hair” (Strong’s 2863) are:

· Thayer – to let the hair grow, have long hair
· Wigram-Green – to wear long hair
What if I were to say the definition of “red” is “different than blue”? While it is true red is different than blue; that is not red’s complete meaning. For something to be called “red,” it must actually be red, not just any color different than blue. Likewise, for a woman’s hair to be “long,” it must actually be long, not just a length different than a man’s hair length. Short is not long; even medium length is not long; only long is long.

One last thought:  God said a woman’s hair ought to be long because it is a glory to her.  Wouldn’t a woman’s love for God suggest she would want to display as much “God desired glory” as possible?
The Bible is not "out of date" on this issue either!
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Keepers At Home

Titus 2:4-5 “That they may teach the young women to be sober , to love their husbands, to love their children, To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed”   -    workers at home, not just workers of the home

The NKJV has "homemakers," and we all know what “homemaker” means when a lady fills out her occupation on a tax form or an application for a credit card.
Ruth Thompson - "That They May Train the Young Women":  In our present modern world the art of HOMEMAKING is almost an old-fashioned phrase.  Can a woman in this period of time find fulfillment and happiness in this role?  Yes, she most definitely can.  She was made by God to fulfill this role.  She has every qualification for it.  In the passage of scripture from which these lessons have been formed, Titus 2:3-5, she is commanded by God to do it.

Either "keepers at home" has something to do with women working a regular job outside the home, or it has nothing to do with it.  And if it has to do with women working outside the home, then it forbids it; situation ethics won't work here anymore than any other place.  As Ruth Thompson says, it is a command not a recommendation.  It is not “be a keeper at home if you can afford it.”
Al Diestelkamp said in "Think" (Sept 1997):  For a people who are known for our strict adherence to the scriptures on some issues, we sure can circumvent others!  Believe it or not, the message commanding older women to teach younger women to be "keepers at home" (Titus 2:5) is still in the Bible!  Of course, very few older women can teach that because they don't believe it (& they're too tired when they get home from work).  From an early age we teach our children to memorize verses from the Bible.  Maybe, before they learn Mark 16:16 … they ought to memorize Titus 2:5.
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Wives Subject To Husbands

They say women had a different place back then, but what does that prove?

I Corinthians 11:3 - “ … the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.”  -  women to be subject to all men in a sense

Ephesians 5:22 - “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.”  -  especially to their husbands

I Pet 3:1a Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands
Most of our brethren still hold to this point, but why not all the other points in this sermon on the same basis?

The Bible is not "out of date" on any of these issues!
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