Marriage

As God Intends It

Synopsis
first thing – Marry A Christian

It would be next to impossible to have the marriage God intended unless you marry a Christian.  There would probably be constant conflicts on:

· church attendance
· how to raise the kids

· what to do with leisure time

· church contribution

· etc.

Not only is it unwise to marry a non-Christian, the Bible teaches it is a sin, a transgression of God's law (I John 3:4).

I Cor 9:5 - "Do we not have the right to take along a believing wife, as do the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas?" (ESV)

The idea is that Paul did not have to marry, but he had a right to.  But if he did marry, it must be to a believer - that part is specified.
Parallel:  In Alabama a 15 year old has a right to drive - with a learner's permit and a licensed adult in the front seat.  That means he can drive (but doesn't have to), but if he does drive, the permit and an adult is required.
most important thing – Stay Together
Jesus' Divorce And Remarriage Teaching

Matt 19:9 "... Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery."

The General Rule is - divorce & remarriage constitutes an adulterous marriage.

The only exception to that rule is – implied - a person may divorce their spouse "for fornication" and remarry without committing adultery:

· fornication must have been committed – there is only ONE scriptural cause
· the innocent must divorce the guilty – not the other way around - it does matter which partner actually obtains the divorce
· the divorce must be for the cause of fornication – not that the innocent would have gotten the divorce anyway even if fornication had not occurred
If put away spouse remarries, adultery results - regardless of the divorce reason
Matt 5:32 "... That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: …"

Same as Matt 19:9, except Matt 5:32 proves it is also a sin to divorce your spouse, even if you never remarry.

The Reason

Divorce And Remarriage Constitutes Adultery

Rom 7:2-3 "For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband.  So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man." 
A good synonym for “bound” here is “obligated.”

The reason divorce and remarriage constitutes adultery is because a couple is bound to each other as long as they live.  Divorce unapproved by God does not change that obligation.
Demonstrated Love On Both Sides

We demonstrate our love to God by keeping his commandments – John 14:15 “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”  And the main way we demonstrate love to our spouse is by our actions … I Cor 13:4-7 ... Love ...
suffereth long - is patient with others

is kind - treats people in a gentle way

envieth not - is not jealous of others

vaunteth not itself - does not talk about what "I" do

is not puffed up - doesn't think I am better than others (even non-Christians)

Doth not behave itself unseemly - treats others with respect

seeketh not her own - makes the welfare of others a priority

is not easily provoked - doesn't get mad easily

thinketh no evil - thinks the best about others

Rejoiceth not in iniquity - is never happy about anybody else's sin

but rejoiceth in the truth – instead is happy when others teach / practice the truth
Beareth all things - is not easily offended

believeth all things - takes people at their word until proven otherwise

hopeth all things - hopes for the best in others

endureth all things - is willing and able to suffer for Christ and others
Subjection
Eph 5:22-24 “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.  Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.”
How subjection works for us at the job:  I state what I think is best, but I let it go (am at peace) if my boss chooses a different route, because that is his responsibility and I will not be held accountable for his leadership decisions. 

Leadership at the job and at home works best if there is only one boss and that boss has a strong but kind hand.

The husband should lead with love and kindness - Eph 5:25,28 - "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it ... So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself." 
Under the husband’s headship, the wife is to be the one who “guides the house” – “I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, guide the house, give none occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully” (I Tim 5:14).  She usually knows more about this area than the man; he should let her handle it.
Subjection = Obedience - Tit 2:4-5 "That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed."
Keepers At Home

Tit 2:4-5 "That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their … husbands, that the word … be not blasphemed."

Many gospel preachers say this means the wife should stay at home if they can afford it, or if feasible – but this is a command not a recommendation.
"Worker at home" means the same as when a lady fills out on a form her occupation as "housewife" or "homemaker."  We know what that means.
I like what Al Diestelkamp said in the September 1997 issue of "Think":

For a people who are known for our strict adherence to the scriptures on some issues, we sure can circumvent others!  Believe it or not, the message commanding older women to teach younger women to be "keepers at home" (Titus 2:5) is still in the Bible!  Of course, very few older women can teach that because they don't believe it (and they're too tired when they get home from work).  From an early age we teach our children to memorize verses from the Bible.  Maybe, before they learn Mark 16:16 and Acts 2:38 they ought to memorize Titus 2:5.
Husband = Provider

Since the wife should be a "keeper at home," then that leaves the man as the primary provider ...

I Tim 5: 8 - “But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.”
A bum for a husband is usually considered worse than no husband at all.
I Corinthians 7:3-5
Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto the husband.  The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife.  Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency.

God says this is important.  Don’t be so good that you don’t think it matters.
Children Are A Heritage Of The Lord
Psalms 127:3 Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his reward.
The Responsibility of the Children:

Col 3:20 Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.

Prov 1:8 My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother

Prov 15:5 A fool despiseth his father’s instruction: but he that regardeth reproof is prudent.
Prov 30:17 The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother …
The Responsibility of the Parents:

Eph 6:4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

Prov 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.
- like most of the Proverbs, we know this is an absolute because of Tit 1:6 – an elder must have “faithful children” – he wouldn’t be “penalized” if he deserved no blame in their unfaithfulness
Prov 13:24 He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.
Prov 20:7 The just man walketh in his integrity: his children are blessed after him.

· always does what he thinks is right
· says what he means and means what he says … and does what he says
· practices what he stands for – what if our children see we don’t really live out our vocal stances?
· doesn't avoid facing what he needs to face (like having to tell someone no)
· willing to change religiously when he finds out the Bible shows he needs to
· able to tell folks what they need to hear religiously instead of always what they already believe
Teach your children to be evangelistic by setting the proper example - Acts 8:4
Admonition To The In-Laws
Eph 5:31 “For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.”

The husband and wife have to run the family, not either set of parents.

Conclusion

Eph 5:33 “Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.”

Marriages don’t fail if these two rules are followed – love and respect.
Everybody probably has heard the story told by Sewell Hall.  When a Christian told Mr. Hall that he didn't love his wife anymore, Sewell told him to repent.
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