
Matthew 24

The Second Coming Of Christ ?

The Destruction Of Jerusalem ?

Or Both ?
read verses 1-3

verses 1-2 - obviously about the physical destruction of the temple
verse 3 - the disciples ask Jesus three questions:
1.
When shall these things be? (destruction of temple)
2.
What shall be the sign of thy coming?
3.
[What shall be the sign] of the end of the world?
(the disciples may or may not have thought all 3 events would happen together)
The Siege Of Jerusalem

Occurred In About 70 A.D.

http://www.lexorandi.org/josephus.html - Flavius Josephus (famous Jewish historian) wrote about it

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Jerusalem_(70) - read about it on Wikipedia, other internet sites, history books
read verses 32-36

notice the contrast between knowing when something is near (fig leaves indicating summer is near / the destruction of Jerusalem) and not knowing whether something is near (the second coming of Christ).
Verse 34 says the first event would occur during that generation living then (23:36).
So the first event must be the destruction of Jerusalem and not the second coming of Christ, unless there are some still living today who were living during Jesus’ day.
Do you see why verses 4-34 must be talking about a first century event and 36-25:46 must be talking about the second coming / end of the world / judgment day?
Signs And False Signs Of The Destruction Of Jerusalem

read verses 4-6:
· false teachers (like Acts 20:29-30)

· false Christs

· wars and rumors of wars (Rome was at war then with Syria & Samaria)

· but the end is not yet - what end is he talking about?

read verses 7-11:

· famines, pestilences, and earthquakes - signs for what?

· persecution

read verses 12-14:

· endure all the persecution and temptation leading up to the destruction of Jerusalem and you will be saved

· the gospel was preached to all the world in that generation Col 1:23
read verse 15

The Abomination of Desolation
predicted in Daniel 9:26-27, 12:11

Daniel 9:24-27 the seventy weeks is an amazing prophecy predicting centuries ahead of time (which is evidence of inspiration) when the Messiah would come, and places this abomination of desolation in the first century time frame
the abomination of desolation = Titus coming with his armies Luke 21:20
this is the main sign of the destruction of Jerusalem

read verses 16-20

doesn’t make sense if talking about the end of the world – the warnings only make sense if talking about a localized disaster that can be escaped physically by fleeing
Jesus is warning his disciples - when you see the armies, flee!

Nehemiah 13:19 – the gates of the city were closed on the Sabbath
read verses 21-22
http://www.lexorandi.org/josephus.html - Josephus reported that such a fearful, gruesome event occurred, that future generations would hardly be able to believe it. There was a respected woman, wealthy and well bred, across the Jordan; having fled Jerusalem in fear with some others. Now, since the city had been so grievously beset with hunger, (with what manner of crying and pain, one can only imagine) slaughtered her young child in the cradle, roasted half of it and ate it. When the soldiers came by looking for food, she set the remaining portion before them. The soldiers removed themselves from this gruesome scene, and having mercy upon the miserable woman, revealed this event to the lord of Jerusalem.
now do you see why Jesus was telling the disciples to flee when they saw the armies? – he didn’t want them to be caught in the siege!
read verses 23-28 - signs and/or false signs of the coming of Jesus in judgment of Jerusalem

read verses 29-31 - not the end of the world, but like we might say - an “earth shaking” event

Isaiah 13:6,9,10-13,19 - Howl ye; for the day of the LORD is at hand; it shall come as a destruction from the Almighty … Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it. For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine. And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.  … Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place, in the wrath of the LORD of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger … And Babylon … shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.
Another …
Ezekiel 32:2,7-9 - Son of man, take up a lamentation for Pharaoh king of Egypt, and say unto him, Thou art like a young lion of the nations, and thou art as a whale in the seas: and thou camest forth with thy rivers, and troubledst the waters with thy feet, and fouledst their rivers … And when I shall put thee out, I will cover the heaven, and make the stars thereof dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon shall not give her light. All the bright lights of heaven will I make dark over thee, and set darkness upon thy land, saith the Lord GOD. I will also vex the hearts of many people, when I shall bring thy destruction among the nations, into the countries which thou hast not known.
the Lord can come in judgment without physical/literally coming to the earth

Isaiah 19:1-2 The burden of Egypt. Behold, the LORD rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall be moved at his presence, and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the midst of it. And I will set the Egyptians against the Egyptians: and they shall fight every one against his brother, and every one against his neighbour; city against city, and kingdom against kingdom.
read verses 32-34

whatever Jesus is talking about here:
· there would be signs to let Christians know it was coming so they could escape physical harm

· it was to happen in that generation (the second coming did not happen in that generation obviously)
verses 35-36

now Jesus is talking about a different event, one with no signs, no warning - not even Jesus would know its timing Mark 13:32
notice the contrast of “days” (24:19,22,22,29) versus “day” in verse 36

Jesus begins to discuss “the end of the world” (asked about in 24:3)
read verses 37-39

this event will happen suddenly, surprisingly, like Noah’s flood – no signs (unlike the destruction of Jerusalem)
read verses 40-42
just like I Thess 4:17 - Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: & so shall we ever be with the Lord.

But how did this teaching of the apostle Paul ever come to be called the Rapture?  The answer lies in the word translated "shall be caught up" (Greek harpagésómetha).  In Latin, this word is rapere, from which "rapture" is derived. Free of any arcane or mysterious interpretation, it simply means "to be caught up," "snatched" or "seized."  -  Richard T. Ritenbaugh
Dictionary.com:
1.
ecstatic joy or delight; joyful ecstasy. 

2.
Often, raptures. an utterance or expression of ecstatic delight. 

3.
the carrying of a person to another place or sphere of existence. 

4.
the Rapture, Theology . the experience, anticipated by some fundamentalist Christians, of meeting Christ midway in the air upon his return to earth. 

5.
Archaic . the act of carrying off. 

however, the “rapture” will not be secret as the “Left Behind” series supposes - Revelation 1:7 - “… he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him”
“Premillennialism” (future 1000 year physical reign on earth) is false -
the signs in Matt 24:5-34 point to the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. (something in that generation), not to the second coming of Christ

when Jesus comes back, he will not set up a kingdom on earth; instead, the earth will be destroyed - II Peter 3:3-4,9-10: Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation … The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.
The kingdom is already now in existence:
· Mark 9:1 And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power.
· Colossians 1:13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:
Jesus is reigning now:
· Acts 2:30-31 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ …
· I Corinthians 15:24-26 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.  For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.  The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.
read verses 43-44

obviously referring to the second coming of Christ because of the thief illustration

I Thessalonians 5:2 the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night
II Peter 3:10 the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night
how will Jesus’ second coming be like a thief ?
notice this event is like a thief while the destruction of Jerusalem is likened to a fig tree (verses 32-33)  -  see the difference?
Four Illustrations -
Being Ready For 2nd Coming / Judgment Day

read verses 45-51

work now to be ready when Jesus comes back (verse 51 - “weeping and gnashing of teeth” indicates judgment day, not destruction of Jerusalem)
25:1-13 the ten virgins - be prepared for when Jesus comes back

25:14-30 the talents - use what God has given you until Jesus’ return (verse 30 - “weeping and gnashing of teeth” indicates the judgment day, not the destruction of Jerusalem)
25:31-46 sheep and goats – criteria on how God separates the righteous from the wicked on the judgment day (verse 46 – consequences are “everlasting punishment” / “eternal life,” not the destruction of Jerusalem)
if the transition from the destruction of Jerusalem to the second coming is not 24:34, then where is it?
By proving there are two different events in Matthew 24 (the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the world) …
· we cut out the “sensationalism” under-pining the premillennial theory as we show these signs were for then, not for now

· we falsify the 70 A.D. theory because it says the destruction of Jerusalem is the only second coming of Christ the world will ever see
· the 70 A.D. theory (the second coming of Christ already occurred in 70 A.D.) is a false overreaction to the false doctrine of Premillennialism, just like Calvinism is a false overreaction to the false system of Catholicism)
Heb 9:28 second coming - but there are many spiritual comings in judgment - so this must be talking about second physical/literal coming
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