Personal Evangelism
Teaching The Lost
Every Christian should be involved in personal evangelism / trying to teach the lost …

1. because we love God and his cause
2. because we love souls
3. because it is required
We must be regularly/diligently involved in trying to do personal work, or we will be lost.
1. because we love God and his cause …
If we as Bible teachers are not working as diligently as we ought to in this area, then it will be hard (hypocritical) for us to teach about how diligent Christians should be working in this area.
I encourage all to preach this requirement with regularity.  I preach on this more than any other topic, because it is probably the most needed.
Proverbs 25:9a

debate thy cause with thy neighbor
Old Testament, but still God’s cause.

What is a more important cause than the gospel?

Most prospects won’t agree with everything we say right off the bat, so we’re probably going to have to “debate” or persuade them of the truth.
I Peter 3:15

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear

· takes regular Bible study to be ready
· requires (it is not optional) every Christian to discuss the scriptures with others as we have opportunity.

It’s very important that we use our example to influence others to become Christians (I Peter 3:1b), but that is not all that is required.  Verbal presentation of the gospel (giving “an answer”) is also our obligation.  “The gospel … is the power of God unto salvation” (Romans 1:16).

2.
because we love the souls of men …
And we should love the souls of all men.  It's great to work on converting the boyfriends and girlfriends of the members, but if that is all we try for, I don’t think God is going to be very pleased.
We also need to be out beating the bushes – working the great commission.
II Timothy 4:2 “preach the word” is a command, not just a suggestion or recommendation
II Corinthians 5:11a
knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men

What is the terror of the Lord?:

· Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness

· Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal
If we aren’t out regularly trying to persuade men, I suppose that means we don’t really believe in the terror of the Lord (everlasting punishment) … even though we might say we do?  Am I properly understanding the implication of this text?
In the same vein, wouldn’t II Corinthians 4:13b (“we also believe, and therefore speak”) imply that if we are not out speaking, we don’t really believe?
3.
because personal evangelism is required of all Christians …

not just the "the preachers"
the main point of this lesson is that all Christians should be “preachers” (i.e., teachers of the gospel)
Matthew 28:19-20

All The Baptized Are Commissioned To Disciple/Teach Others

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you …

The apostles were given a command to teach all nations.  And once they baptized the person they were teaching, they were told to instruct the convert to observe all commands they had been told to do …

That would certainly include the command that had just been enjoined upon them, the teaching others part, would it not?

So every Christian is also obligated to carry out the great commission.  And isn’t that is how the great commission was successfully carried out in the first century (Col 1:23 “the gospel … which was preached to every creature which is under heaven”), the apostles and all the converted (like the 3000 converted on Pentecost Acts 2:5,41, and the Ethiopian Eunuch) “went every where preaching the word”? - Acts 8:4 …
Acts 8:1,4

1 … And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles.
4 … they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.
We use the following verses to prove we should follow approved example and are therefore obligated to eat the Lord’s Supper every first day of the week:
· Philippians 4:9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do:  and the God of peace shall be with you.
· Heb 6:12 That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith & patience inherit the promises
· I Thess 1:6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord

· I Corinthians 11:1 Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.

Wouldn’t the same verses also obligate every one of us to follow the highly approved example of Acts 8:4?
Following the Bible would include following Acts 8:4, right?
“All the church” means every Christian - man, woman, and youth, right?
Why is it we all follow the Acts 20:7 example religiously, but most of us almost completely ignore this Acts 8:4 example?  Why the difference?
Acts 5:42, 20:20, 28:30-31
Wouldn’t this dictate to follow approved examples also mean we should follow these examples in Acts?  (or is Acts 20:7 the only example we have to follow?):
· 5:42 daily in the temple and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus (result = “number of … disciples … multiplied” - 6:1)
· 20:20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, & have taught you publicly, & from house to house
· 28:30-31 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto him, Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ …
the point - we should teach publicly and privately (“personal work”) - we should do more than just teach at the church building
going to church all the time (a good thing), but doing no personal work would be like Nick Saban practicing his team all the time, but never scheduling a game
multi-level marketing - What would be more/better - a hundred Christians at a congregation each holding two Bible studies with non-Christians per week or the full time preacher holding ten Bible studies with non-Christians per week?

Jude 1-3
Jude, … to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus …:  Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied.  Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.
all that are sanctified are to earnestly contend for the faith

This includes responsibility to publicly debate our convictions, but it isn’t just talking about debating.  It’s talking about every Christian’s (all the “sanctified”) individual responsibility to try to persuade their neighbors, friends, relatives, coworkers, even strangers, anybody we are able to get studies with - of the truth.  Is each one of us doing this as we ought?

Hebrews 5:12a
For when for the time ye ought to be teachers
“ought” implies requirement, not just recommendation / advice
like you “ought” to obey the laws of the land
like you “ought” to be baptized

Why are some Christians so very careful about baptism and the Lord’s Supper (and rightfully so), but completely neglect “personal evangelism”?
Is being shy ever an excuse for not doing what we “ought”?

We Are Required To Warn
Ezekiel 3:18 - “When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.”
Acts 20:26-27,31 - “Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men.  For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. … Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.”

Are we warning folks as we have opportunity?

Are we working to make such opportunities?

Do we want to be held guilty of another’s blood?
Proverbs 11:30b - he that winneth souls is wise
There may be some in our brotherhood whom we consider to be wise.  But they are not wise if they are not spending significant amounts of time trying to reach the lost.  It wouldn’t matter if 99% of the brotherhood thinks of them as wise, that wouldn’t change what this verse says.  They don’t really understand our mission in this world.

#1 question we should ask wise Christians might be – “how do you get studies with non-Christians?”  But what if they aren’t doing such studies?
Some Watchtower Witnesses spend 100 hours a month doing "field service," and as H.Hutto used to say – “they’re wrong about everything.”  How many hours a month are those of us with the truth doing?

We would try to persuade someone of a sure cure for their cancer (to help them avoid physical death); how much more should we tell them we know a cure for their sin (to help them avoid eternal death)?  That would be the wise thing to be doing.
Ideas To Get Bible Studies:
· start spiritual conversations wherever, whenever – the goal is to get studies
· dial a Bible message
· Bible correspondence courses
· tele-computer / telemarketing
· contacts from radio programs

· my stats say 2 hours door knocking per month will develop into 2 studies per week
· booths at fairs

· my friend Rodney Hampton just texts all the contacts in his cell phone and he keeps busy doing about 4 personal evangelism Bible studies per week thru that method
· Meet Up / small groups of Christians - each invite a visitor or two
· Scott Smelser goes to city basketball courts to meet folks to ask for studies
· what are some other ways?
Suggestion:  Why not set a goal of say 2 Bible studies with non-Christians per week, and work the above list until you reach and maintain that goal?  And don’t just do this temporarily as part of some church program; instead keep up this process the rest of your life - at least two such Bible studies per week the rest of your life.  No time periods where you quit.  “Teach without ceasing” (Acts 5:42) - personal evangelism is something that should always be a permanent, regular part of our life - just like prayer.
Church Personal Work Program
Should be never ending for every congregation.

What should every congregation be doing?

· teach the congregation the Bible Acts 20:28

· teach them how to teach the lost II Timothy 2:2

· personal work program Acts 8:4

But I hesitate to talk about a church personal work program, because members then tend to do no personal work except when the church has such a program going.  This is something all Christians should be doing even if no one else is doing it.

Conclusion
I Cor 3:6 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.

We are only responsible for trying, but try we must:
· try to get classes

· if we get a class, try to convert them - with kindness and love - using the power that is in the gospel (Romans 1:16), not what meager human wisdom we might have
· as long as we’re working at it regularly/diligently, we’re doing our job
· but if we are just sitting on our hands …
Jesus died for that soul.  Are we going to let His mighty act be wasted?

If Christ really “liveth in me” (Galatians 2:20), what did / would Christ be spending quite a bit of his time doing?

I can't think of a more important work than personal evangelism.  Christians wouldn't think of making the Lord's Supper or prayer optional; why would we make the "great commission" optional?
When was the last time you had a sit down study with a non-Christian?
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