The Woman's Role
Introduction
I Timothy 2:11-15 Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection.  But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.  For Adam was first formed, then Eve.  And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression.  Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.

Many wonder what "Saved In Childbearing" means.  Must a woman bear children to be saved?  Obviously not, since marriage itself is not even required (I Corinthians 7:8-9,27):
•
"childbearing" here is a synecdoche for the "woman's role”
•
"synecdoche" - a figure of speech where "a part stands for the whole":

-
20 “head” of cattle

-
Acts 20:7 "breaking of bread" stands for eating bread & drinking juice
So a woman can be saved in her role, if she continues "in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety" (just as a man must do to be saved in his role).
I Corinthians 14:34-35

When Does It Apply ?
In the church assembly:

v.34 in the churches
v.35 in the church ("an assembled church" - Wigram-Green)

v.23
IF therefore the whole church be come together into one place
Does it apply in the Bible classes (“Sunday School”)?

•
no, because the WHOLE church is not TOGETHER into ONE PLACE

•
otherwise we would have to have only one teacher teach all of the classes simultaneously (vs.27,31)

→
in effect, the classes would be unscriptural!

•
but when all of the church is together into one place, I Corinthians 14:34-35 applies, even if you call it a Bible class
I Corinthians 14:34-35

What Does It Forbid ?
I Corinthians 14:34-35 doesn't just forbid preaching the sermon; notice it also says that the woman is not to even ask a question to learn something in the assembly.

I Corinthians 14:34-35 forbids women from:

· preaching to the church assembly
· making an announcement to the assembly
· making a song request, etc.
· even asking a question for the assembly to hear (verse 35)
· confessing sin to the assembly
· confessing Christ to the assembly

I Corinthians 14:34-35
Does "Your Women" Refer

Only To The Prophet's Wives ?
Some maintain "your women" of verse 34 is referring only to the prophet's wives, since Paul had just concluded discussing the prophets in verses 29-32.  The argument then is that since there are no prophets today, there are no prophet's wives, therefore the text applies to no one today.
•
Verse 33 seems to be the conclusion to the preceding paragraph, and indeed many translations so mark it.

•
In general, the 2nd person (e.g. YOUR women) refers to the church (1:2) or brethren (14:6,20,26,39) as a whole, while the 3rd person refers to the tongue speakers or prophets specifically (e.g., "him" in v.28).

•
Just as we do when we are writing a letter, Paul uses the 2nd person to address who he is talking to (the Corinthians as a whole).  Paul uses the 3rd person to talk about (not to) a select group of the Corinthians, like the tongue speakers and the prophets.
I Corinthians 14:34-35
"Husbands At Home" Is One Alternative
Keith Storment (Faith and Facts, April 1999):

... Paul specified exactly who they were to ask.  They were not told to ask their fathers, uncles, brothers, sons, or nephews.  Nor are they directed to ask the teacher, the preacher, the elders, the deacons, or some other brother.  No, they were to "ask their own husbands".  We must conclude that "the women" of verse 34 are those who had husbands.  Women without husbands ... are not under consideration. ... By this process of elimination, ... we must identify "the women" of verse 34 with the wives of the prophets .... (Therefore, ptd) the directions of I Cor 14:33-35 ... have no direct bearing on any woman in any assembly today.

By Keith's reasoning we could say that the women were told exactly where they were to ask their questions.  They were not told to ask at a restaurant, in the marketplace, in their barn, in their garden, etc..  No, they were to ask "at home."

Keith recognizes that "at home" is NOT the only place they could ask their questions, but just an available alternative (Faith & Facts, Oct 1998):

"At home" (lit. "in a house") means a place apart from the assembly.  Paul ... instructs the women ... to request the information outside . the assembly.

"husbands" is just an available alternative also, and therefore my opponent has no point
"husbands at home" = an alternative to the assembly just like "eat at home"  - I Cor 11:34

I Corinthians 14:35

Generalizes The Regulation To ALL Women
Let me emphasize that even if I am wrong about who the "your women" of verse 34 are, that is, if "your women" does refer only to the prophet's wives, I Corinthians 14:34-35 would still apply to women today because verse 35 generalizes the passage to all women, then and now.

Whoever the "your women" of verse 34 are, whether they are the Corinthian women as a whole or just the prophets' wives, verse 35 says that it is wrong for them to speak because "it is a shame for women to speak in the church."

In other words, it is wrong for the Corinthian women (or the prophets' wives) to speak in the assembly, because it is wrong for women in general (all women everywhere) to speak in the church.

And so this passage certainly applies today!
I Timothy 2:11-12 Applies Everywhere
Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection.  But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.

I Timothy 2:11-12 applies anytime (not just in the church assembly):

•
"every where" (verse 8)

•
is modest apparel (verses 9-10) only required in the church assembly?

women are not to teach or usurp authority OVER a man anywhere:
•
leading a Bible class which includes men

•
teaching a college mathematics class which includes men

•
being a boss over men at a job

•
being President, Governor, Mayor, etc.

•
making the final decisions at home, or for the church (in business meetings)
•
voting - making the final decisions in politics

Notice what Tom Roberts correctly said (in his debate against Vance Trefethen) showing that women voting in business meetings was wrong:

A woman voting ... is not "meekly expressing her opinion."  A vote is a decision equal to that of a man (a violation of I Timothy 2:11-12).  A woman is not in subjection while voting; her vote nullifies her husband's or another male's vote.

Now apply this same correct reasoning outside the church to politics.

I Cor 11:3 and I Tim 2:12 teach that women are to be subject to man in all settings.
I Corinthians 14:34-35   /   I Timothy 2:11-12

Do They Teach The Same Thing ?
Some argue that the two passages teach the same thing, because:

•
they want women to be able to speak in the assembly (make announcements, etc.), as long as they don't teach over the man (that is, preach the sermon)

•
they want I Timothy 2:11-12 to apply only to the church in order to allow women to take leadership roles over men outside the church

Everyone agrees that I Timothy 2:11-12 teaches a woman's subjection at home, but I Cor 14:35 specifically says that it does not apply at home.

I Corinthians 14:34-35 is more restrictive than I Timothy 2:11-12 (“don’t speak” versus “don’t teach over”), but applies under more limited circumstances (assembly versus everywhere).

If they taught the same thing, then I Timothy 2:11-12 would teach that a woman could not speak at all, even to ask a question, ANYWHERE!  Think how many passages that would contradict.
Keepers At Home

It's Meaning

Titus 2:5 doesn't just say "keepers of the home;" it says "keepers AT home."  Many overlook this little word "at."  It tells where the woman is to do her work.

"Worker at home" means the same as when a lady fills out on a form her occupation as "housewife" or "homemaker" → we know what that means.  Once a lady taking a survey asked me my wife’s occupation.  I said Carol was a “keeper at home” in the Bible sense of that phrase.  I asked her if she knew what I meant.  She said yes.  It seems the only people who don’t know what the phrase means are those who claim to obey the Bible.  Wonder why?
Ruth Thompson - "That They May Train the Young Women":

In our present modern world the art of HOMEMAKING is almost an old-fashioned phrase.  Can a woman in this period of time find fulfillment and happiness in this role?  Yes, she most definitely can.  She was made by God to fulfill this role.  She has every qualification for it.  In the passage of scripture from which these lessons have been formed, Titus 2:3-5, SHE IS COMMANDED BY GOD TO DO IT.
We Really Know What Titus 2:5 Is Saying
David Tant - Working Wives:  God has created a special role and a special place for women.  The special role is one of respecting the leadership of the husband and teaching future generations.  That special place is a “worker at home” (Titus 2:1-5).  This is not to suggest that the woman cannot set foot outside her home, nor that she cannot seek gainful employment outside the home.  But this should not be the goal of the woman.  Such should only be when necessary, not simply to afford luxuries.  No matter what reasoning man comes up with, God knows what is best!  No one can take the place of mother in the early, formative years of a child.  The wife and mother should see to it that she is not better known out in the world than in her own home.  (MOTT, April 2023)

Kevin Colvin - Workers at home. This verse does not say that women cannot work outside the home, but it does require women to be keepers at home or guardians of the home. One cannot be a keeper at home if they are never home. My wife and I decided long before our first child that she would be a worker at home. While we may have done without a few things, we have never regretted this decision. We are often told of the good behavior of our children. I can only say that their behavior is not by accident. (Traders Point church of Christ, 1-28 and 2-4, 2001)
These quotes help demonstrate many know what Tit 2:5 is saying, but they compromise it down from a command to just a recommendation.  How would that same downgrade work for the just previous command “to be … chaste”?
Keepers At Home

Command - Not Recommendation

Ruth Thompson is right, Titus 2:5 is a command, not just a recommendation (as most gospel preachers teach it).  It is not that she is to obey it if she can; it is a SIN if she is not a keeper at home / homemaker / housewife.  It is never right to sin.

If “keepers at home” can be ignored during financial distress, then would “unchaste” (also in Titus 2:5) work the same way?
Situation ethics (“a wife may work if the family cannot afford for her to stay home”) doesn’t work any more than it would with a wife selling herself as a prostitute because the family cannot afford for her not to.  No amount of money (even during hard times) is worth losing your soul over (Matthew 16:26).

I love what Al Diestelkamp said in the September 1997 issue of "Think":

For a people who are known for our strict adherence to the scriptures on some issues, we sure can circumvent others!  Believe it or not, the message commanding older women to teach younger women to be "keepers at home" (Titus 2:5) is still in the Bible!  Of course, very few older women can teach that because they don't believe it (and they're too tired when they get home from work).  From an early age we teach our children to memorize verses from the Bible.  Maybe, before they learn Mark 16:16 and Acts 2:38 they ought to memorize Titus 2:5.
Covering - Praying or Prophesying
We can learn a lot from the phrase “praying or prophesying” (I Cor 11:4,5) …
The “Custom” view is wrong.  No one thinks it was the custom of that time for the worldly women to be covered when they prayed in the privacy of their home. 

The “Spiritual Gifts” view is not correct.   Prophesying in I Corinthians may be miraculous, but prayer is not.

The “Figurative Head” view is false.  A woman does cover her figurative head (man) when she prays (she does not pray through him), but she does NOT cover her figurative head when she prophesies (she must not prophesy in church).
The “Long Hair Only” view is incorrect.  The long hair “peribolaion” covering is permanent.  The timeframe “praying or prophesying” indicates the “katakalupto” covering is temporary, that is, put-on-able and take-off-able.  While we are on that topic, long hair (not medium, short, or just long enough to be different than a man) is required by I Corinthians 11:15.
The covering should be worn outside the assembly.  Women did NOT prophesy in the assembly (I Cor 14:34-35), therefore the requirement cannot be limited to such.  “Praying or prophesying” tells exactly when a woman should be covered.
Summary
The Main Points To Get Out Of This Lesson
•
I Corinthians 14:34-35 does still apply today.

•
I Corinthians 14:34-35 forbids more than just preaching the sermon.  It also forbids a woman from asking a question to the assembly, making an announcement to the assembly, etc.
•
I Tim 2:11-12 applies everywhere, not just to church related activities.  Therefore women should not take leadership roles over men in any situation, not even in secular activities.

•
Titus 2:5 shows that it is wrong for a mother not to be a "housewife."  It commands her to be a "homemaker."

Society changes, but the woman's role (as defined by the Bible) does not change with it.
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