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Contentment

I Tim 6:6-8  We need to be content.

The key to happiness is not to get more.  When we do get more, we always want more.  The key to happiness is learning to be content with what we have.

A.
Even if we did have it bad (in this life), God deserves our sacrifice 


(Mt 16:24-26, Gal 2:20); as a matter of fact we should rejoice in our


suffering for Christ (I Pet 4:15-16, Mt 5:10-12).

B.
Examples of folks who have had it hard should encourage us to


overcome our troubles and make us feel fortunate in our situation.


1.
Joseph  Gen 37:28,39:1,11-20


2.
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego  Dan 3:4-6,14-18-23


3.
Daniel  Dan 6:7-10,16


4.
John the Baptist  Mk 6:16-18


5.
Jesus Heb 12:1-4



Mt 14:14 compassion to heal
Mt 4:1 tempted of devil 



Mk 6:34 compassion to teach
Jn 19:1-3 beat



Heb 4:15 without sin
Lk 23:36 mocked           



Mt 26:28 died for our sins
Jn 19:18 crucified


6.
Stephen  Acts 7:54-60


7.
James  Acts 12:1-2


8.
Paul  Acts 26:24 (I Pet 4:4), II Cor 11:24-28


Like Heb 11 encourages us through examples, these examples should


encourage us to overcome and make us feel fortunate and thankful.

C.
Benefits we have (contrasted with the world) which should stop our


complaining.


1.
Physical



a.  Ps 37:25, Mt 6:33  Our needs are promised.



b.  Mk 10:29-30, Gal 6:1-2  Helpers are promised.


2.
Spiritual



a.  Ps 119:105  A guide is promised.



b.  Philippians 4:13  Christ strengthens us.



c.  Mt 1:21, Mk 10:30  Saved from sins, eternal life.

D.
Our situation.


I Cor 10:10         Let's don't murmur (complain), but learn to


Philippians 4:11  appreciate what we have (be content) and


Jn 9:4                  work hard to make things better.

Some don't have a right to be content

Heb 13:5 "be content with such things as ye have"


