James 2:14-26

Faith and Works

The whole section is given to answer the question raised in v.14, "can faith (without works) save him?"

1.
vs.15-17 answer the question by showing that a faith that does not help the needy does not help anybody.


Mt 25:31-46 helping other people is required

2.
vs.18-20 answer the question by:


a.
telling us that our faith is demonstrated by our works, and


b.
giving us the example of the devils that believe, but that do not work

3.
vs.21-24 answer the question with the example of Abraham


a.
v.22 - faith is made complete by works


b.
v.24 - we are justified by works, and not by faith only

"Wherefore, that we are justified by faith only is a most wholesome doctrine, and very full of comfort." - Discipline of the Methodist Church, 1956, The Articles of Religion, IX

4.
vs.25-26 answer the question with:


a.
the example of Rahab, and


b.
the illustration of physical death

The answer to the question of v.14 is:

1.
v.17 faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone

2.
v.20 faith without works is dead

3.
v.24 by works a man is justified, and not by faith only

4.
v.26 faith without works is dead

When replying to baptism arguments, for example, the Baptist will quote verses like rom 4 saying that we are not saved by works.  When we respond with James 2:24, they say that v.24 is only talking about justification in the sight of men.

1.
Abraham was justified according to Gen 15:6, before he offered Isaac, therefore vs.21-23 is only talking about justification before men


a.
we can be justified before God more than once

1.
Heb 11:8 Abraham justified by faith before Gen 15:6

2.
I Jn 3:7 "he that doeth righteousness is righteous"

3.
v.23 teaches that the events described by v.21 fulfill Gen 15:6 which we all agree is "declared right" justification.  They have to be of the same type of justification or one could not be a fulfillment of the other

4.
notice also that the word for "righteousness"  in v.23 is the same Greek word (different ending) as the word for "justification" in v.21

2.
v.18 says that works show others


they show others our faith, not our justification, there is a big difference

Conclusion:  Our faith must OBEY God in order for us to be saved (Heb 5:9).

