Watering Down The Gospel
“watering down” = diluting it, perhaps to make it more palatable, easier to receive

Rom 16:17-18, II Tim 4:3 gospel preachers are tempted to water down the gospel – for money (more preaching opportunities), family, popularity, etc.  And Christians are tempted to invite such to teach
many Christians compromise - because we want to do or have something very badly, or because we have a family member in a certain situation, or because we don't want to hurt someone's feelings, cause a friend to get mad at us, cause conflicts in the congregation
but we should take the "plain and obvious meaning" even if hard, and the let chips fall where they may
Billy Graham is famous for teaching in crusade after crusade that people needed to come forward and accept Christ in order to be saved.  Here is how his website puts it – “… we are saved by God’s grace when we have faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. All you have to do is believe you are a sinner, that Christ died for your sins, and ask His forgiveness. ... Jesus is the only way to God. Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me” (John 14:6).”  But in an interview with Robert Schuller (5-31-1997), Mr. Graham said “Whether they come from the Muslim world, or the Buddhist world, or the Christian world, or the non-believing world, they are members of the body of Christ because they've been called by God. They may not even know the name of Jesus, but they know in their hearts they need something that they don't have and they turn to the only light they have and I think they're saved and they're going to be with us in heaven.”  In McCall’s magazine (Jan 1978) Graham said “I used to believe that pagans in far-off countries were lost — were going to h-e-l-l — if they did not have the Gospel of Jesus Christ preached to them. I no longer believe that. … I believe that there are other ways of recognizing the existence of God—through nature, for instance—and plenty of other opportunities, therefore, of saying ‘yes’ to God.”  How can we reconcile the first quote with the latter two?
•
John 14:6, 8:24 Jesus is the only way

•
wasn’t Mr. Graham bowing to the pressure of political correctness?, and watering down the gospel?
Jerry Falwell - abortion is murder … except in cases of rape and incest? (watering it down)
•
Exod 21:22-24 (NKJV) “If men fight, and hurt a woman with child, so that she gives birth prematurely, yet no harm follows, he shall surely be punished accordingly as the woman’s husband imposes on him; and he shall pay as the judges determine. But if any harm follows, then you shall give life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot”
•
Rom 1:29 Falwell understood abortion is murder - but if murder, abortion is always wrong
“all you have to do is accept Christ” is watering down the gospel requirements Mark 16:16, Heb 5:9

All here doubtless would agree with the above, but what about the following? …

Sin to miss the assembly, but okay to miss for work?
•
Heb 10:25 the extreme - if okay to sin to provide for family, then okay to steal? (Matt 6:33 instead)

We should forgive one who sins even before he repents?
•
Luke 17:3 this does not mean that we mistreat him or hold a grudge; instead, it means we don't stop rebuking him, we don't tell him everything is okay (giving him false hope), until he repents

•
not politically correct to preach Luke 17:3 (might not sound sweet)

•
time doesn’t erase sin if no repentance, so we can’t accept withdrawn from just because time passes
Don’t have to withdraw from a relative or close friend?
•
II Thess 3:6 every brother, 3:14 backsliders will be most affected (positively) by relatives & friends

Unwise to marry a non-Christian, but not a sin?
•
most want to water it down and just say it is only "unwise"

•
I Cor 9:5 Paul could marry but didn't have to; if he did, sister is required; that is specified
•
parallel – in Alabama a 15-year-old has a right to drive a car with learner's permit and an adult in car.  That means he can drive (but doesn't have to), but if he does, a permit and an adult is required

•
why?  Deut 7:3-4, I Kings 11:2,4, etc.
We don't have to repent of sins of ignorance/weakness – instead, we get automatic forgiveness?
•
Ax 8:22, I Jn 1:9 = “2nd law of pardon”, Lk12:46-48 “few stripes” in heaven?, Mt15:14, Prov14:12
Women don’t really have to have long hair, but just have a feminine hairstyle
•
I Cor 11:15 says long, not short or even medium
•
I Tim 2:9-10 can a woman wear hot pants just because they are a different style than men’s shorts?
Don't have to worry about blasphemy against the Holy Ghost today?
•
Matthew 12:31-32 will be forgiven of “all manner of sin and blasphemy” (if you repent), therefore can’t be forgiven of “blasphemy against the Holy Ghost” even if you repent
•
this can be committed today (just like any other sin); but cannot be forgiven even if you repent
It is not really a sin to call a brother a fool?
•
Matt 5:22 still reads the same even after a preacher goes to great lengths to try to explain it away
It is not always a sin to swear (like in court)?
•
Matthew 5:34 if this doesn't say that all swearing is wrong, then what would God have to say?

•
James 5:12 neither by any other oath

Recommend that a mother be a homemaker/housewife, but it is not required?
•
Most gospel preachers know what “keepers at home” in Titus 2:5 is talking about.  They say the phrase teaches it is better if a mother can stay at home instead of working full time outside the home - if the family can afford it.  So they know the verse instructs the mother to be a homemaker, but change the instruction from a command to a recommendation.  I’m sorry but the teaching is a command (just like “be … chaste” in the same verse), meaning it must be followed or sin results.
Don’t have to pay our debts; but instead may take bankruptcy, or just ignore debts?
•
Romans 13:8, Psalms 37:21 it is a sin not to repay debts

•
Romans 1:31 covenant-breakers

•
Eph 4:28 just because the government says it is okay to steal, that doesn't make it right

God has made his law the way "he hath pleased" (Psalms 115:3). Not accepting what he says because it is hard, or we don't agree with it, or don’t like it, or can't understand how it could be that way, or because we don't think it is fair - is totally disrespectful towards his authority (Matt 28:18 – “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth” - NKJV).
