Equality of Jesus and the Father

Phil 2:6-7

by Brent Siota

In studying the "equality" of Jesus and God, note that there is a difference between "headship" and "equality" in relation to Jesus and the Father.  The Father is the "head" of Christ, but at the same time, Jesus and God are "one".

•
Headship -  I Cor 11:3:  In  terms of "headship", God is the head (boss) of Christ. God is the head of Christ as man is the head of woman.  -  John 10:29, 14:28:  God is greater than Jesus.  

•
Equality -  Phil 2:6-7:  Jesus was in the "form" of God, but gave that up and took upon himself the "form" of a servant.  There was an equality of "form" that Jesus had with God. -  Jn 17:22:  Jesus and God are one.

Even the Jews understood the difference between the "headship" of Christ and God, and the "equality" of Christ and God.

•
Jn  5:17-18:  They understood the headship of Jesus and God - they clearly understood that Jesus claimed that God was his "Father".  God being Jesus' Father shows headship - the Father is over the son.  But they also understood that in saying that God was his Father, that made Jesus divine - equal with God.  

•
Jn  10:29-33:  Jesus spoke plainly.  They heard him say that God was greater than all (Jn 14:18).  So why did they say that he blasphemed?  Because they got the point of "I and my Father are one".  What does that statement "I and my Father are one" imply?  It implies an equality with God - they said basically, "you make yourself God"!

•
Illustration of "headship" and "equality".

-  I Cor 11:3:  Man is the "head" of woman.  There is a hierarchy, or headship between man and woman.  

-  Gal 3:28:  male and female are "one" in Christ.  There is a sense of equality between man and woman - they are one in Christ.

•
Conclusion:  There may be different "senses" of equality: equality of "form", "oneness" or "divinity".  But regardless of the sense, Jesus was, and is equal with God.  While God is greater than Christ and he is the head of Christ, Jesus and God are "one" - they are equal

